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Air Force cadets host Tiger Drill Meet
Air Force ROTC members invite
groups from across Southeast to drill
competition.
HEATHER DOWELL

Staff Writer
Clemson's Air Force ROTC hosted their
annual Tiger Drill Meet last Saturday, Oct.
2, at 9 a.m. in the West End Zone parking
lot behind Memorial Stadium. The Air
Force ROTC is led by Commander Colonel
Lance Young, Detachment Commander and
Senior Leader over the program.
Junior ROTC (high school) units from
South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee
and Georgia came to Clemson to participate
in the drill. Fourteen schools were represented, bringing the grand total of cadets
to around 300. They went head-to-head in
categories such as flight, individual and
color guard competitions.
"I thought the turnout was awesome,"
said Captain Terry Dutcher, the officer in
charge of the drill. "It was a beautiful day
— there was not one thing that could have
been better. We had wonderful participation. Improvements have definitely been
made from last year. We strive to make it
better every year."
Dutcher is the unit Admissions Officer
and Assistant Professor of Aerospace
Studies for the juniors.
Tiger Drill is a drill and ceremonies
competition in which each school competes for top honors in several categories.
Following the competition, an awards ceremony for first, second and third place is
held to honor the winners. Along with the
individual competitions, an overall winner
is named for the day. This year's overall
champion was Riverside High School from
Durham, N.C.
Locally, D. W. Daniel High School took
third place in the color guard competition.

assistant pholo editor (interim)

LEFT, RIGHT: A junior ROTC group marches during the Tiger Drill Meet last Saturday morning in
the West End Zone parking lot.
Daniel High also excelled individually, as
Cadet Jasper Swaney received second place
in the "indivtduallcnocTcout" event.
Individual knockout contestants are
judged on military bearing, precision of
movement and heel bearing. It is an armed
competition, which means the cadets carry
a weapon. Cadets line up and are given a
series of commands to execute. Around 60
cadets participated in the contest.

The judges for the competition were
volunteer cadets from the^ershing Rifles.
Clemson's elite precision drill team, the
top rated drill team in the country, trained
around 30 volunteer judges for the event.
"The cadet corps here did an awesome
job," Dutcher said. "All participation
from the cadet judges was voluntary. That
shows great support. They knew the drill
and ceremony procedures like the back of

their hand. They were suited up in beautiful
suits on a very hot day and did an awesome
job. We had a great day, and the kids had
an absolute blast. We are looking forward
to next year's competition."
The Tiger Drill is designed to promote
leadership and teamwork. Clemson's
Military Heritage web site states that from
Clemson's beginning in 1893, the value of
a solid military force has been a major part
of its education. When the U.S. went to
war with Germany in April 1917, the entire
senior class enlisted.
During World War II, 6,475 Clemson men
served and 384 died. Another 16 died during the Korean War. Hundreds more served
in Vietnam and Desert Storm. Continuing
the University's tradition of military service, many are currently serving in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Korea and other points around
the globe. A total of 456 Clemson military
alumni have given their lives either in battle
or in peacetime operations, according to
Clemson's Military Heritage web site.
According to the History of Clemson's
web site, Clemson began as an agricultural
school. Thomas Clemson, concerned about
the economic ruin South Carolina was in
following the Civil War, founded Clemson
in 1893 when he drafted his will to include
plans for a "higher seminary of learning."
In June 1893, Clemson Agricultural
College began full-time operation with 15
faculty members, 446 all male students and
four red brick buildings.
The Board of Trustees decided that
Clemson would use a system of military
discipline modeled after Mississippi State,
as did most land-grant colleges of the time.
Students were required to buy and wear
uniforms.
Clemson's Military Heritage web site has
a time line that shows Clemson's military
SEE
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Contractors gain recognition Students discuss
candidates' battle

Student construction group
wins national award for
service activities.

Political science department
provides arenafor watching
Presidential debate.

JULIE LEDBETTER

Staff Writer
The Student Chapter of the
Association of General Contractors
(AGC) has been recognized
nationally as the 2003-2004 AGC
Outstanding Student Chapter.
The organization entered the
national contest with an application
that included a list of community
service activites the chapter performed between Aug. 15, 2003 and
April 30, 2004.
"The award is based on the amount
of services we provide for the community," said Mike Foushee, a fourth
year Construction Management
Student and AGC President. The
judging for the contest was done by
the AGC's Construction Education
Committee, and as the first place
winners Clemson's Student Chapter
won $500.
The AGC is an organization of 56
students majoring in Construction
Science and Management. The
group volunteers for constructionrelated service projects.
One of the projects the AGC students participate in every year is the

ISAIAH TRILLO

BLUEPRINT: Members of the Clemson chapter of the Association of General
Contractors work together to build the stage for The Nutcracker.
Homecoming House build. Every the construction of the Calhoun
year during the week of homecom- Field Laboratory. The AGC was
ing, AGC students and student asked to take part in the project by
volunteers build a new home for a the Innovative Fund Committee.
family. AGC plans to donate about The building was constructed
half of the award money to the according to plans drawn up by
Homecoming House build this year.
Students were also involved in
SEE AWARD, PAGE A5

Coach Joey Batson works to find new
ways to motivate and train student athletes through conditioning and strength
training, Bl
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News Editor
Last Thursday, an estimated
62.5 million people watched the
first presidential debate between
incumbent Republican President
George W. Bush and challenger
Democratic Senator John F.
Kerry. About 200 of them were in
Brackett Hall's auditorium to view
the sparring match and participate
in discussion before and after the
televised debate.
The department of political science hosted the debate viewing,
with discussion led by Professor
Matthew Crosston, who attempted
to steer students towards discussion of foreign policy and homeland security, the topics of the
first debate, which was moderated
by PBS's Jim Lehrer. Lehrer chose
the topics and questions, saying
that he told no one what they were
prior to the debate.
The two campaigns agreed
on a set of rules for this year's

debates that filled a rulebook 32
pages long. Among the rules were
regulations that prohibited the
candidates from asking each other
questions and the established time
limits for the debate — a two
minute first response to the question by one candidate, a 90-second
rebuttal by the other and then an
optional 30-second extension for
each candidate, to be approved
by Lehrer.
One rule that was not followed
was the request by the campaigns
of news organizations covering
the debate to not show video of
a candidate while the other was
talking. The news organizations
refused to comply, many showing
both candidates on screen more
often than not.
Crosston wanted to give students the opportunity to get
together outside of class and be
involved and engaged.
"When I came here, I detected
a real distinct atmosphere of fear,
that we're not going to hold any
events because we're afraid that
people won't show up and we'll
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Report: No WMD in Iraq

GlobalPerspective
Sharon blocks peace efforts
According to an Israeli official named
Dov Wiesglass, Israel's main diplomat in
the United States and former Israeli Chief
of Staff, Ariel Sharon's plan to pull out of
the Gaza Strip was a move to block peace
talks with Palestine's Yasser Arafat. Peace
negotiations with Arafat and the Palestinian
National Authority have frozen, while
Weisglass insists that the government is
willing to speak with other Palestinian
leaders. Weisgalss also insists that the U.S.
supports Sharon's actions.

Locusts plague Africa
Large, dense swarms of locusts have been
moving through Africa in the last week,
pushing Mauritania to the threshold of
famine and forcing thousands of farmers
to appeal for government aid in funds and
food. As the rainy season is ending, the
locusts are likely to move into North Africa
towards Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria.
A new brood of eggs is also on the verge
of hatching, which will only worsen the
problem. According to the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization,
the locusts have already infested over
four million hectares in Libya, Senegal,
Gambia, Niger, Mali and Chad. Each day,
a locust can consume its own weight.

North Korea condemns bill
A new human rights bill, recently passed
by Congress, has drawn fire from North
Korean leaders. The bill provides for over
$24 million in aid and also ameliorates the
asylum process for the over 200,000 North
Korean refugees. Officials in Pyongyang
have said that the bill makes further
peace talks with the U.S. "meaningless."
Peace talks have been at a standstill since
the country has threatened to increase
development of nuclear weapons.

NewsBvNumbers
Stockpiles of WMD's Saddam Hussein
had before the war, according to a report
released on Wednesday.

1.94
average cost, in dollars, of a gallon of
gas in the United States.

The Breeze (James Madison U.)
(U-WIRE) —A student was found dead in a
fraternity house at the University of Oklahoma
Sept. 30. A sophomore girl also was found
dead outside a fraternity house at Colorado
State University after consuming 40 drinks
in an 11-hour period, according to reports. A
Virginia Tech student died two weeks ago from
drinking heavily for five hours.
An estimated 4,000 people die from an
overdose of alcohol each year, according to
a survey conducted by Remove Intoxicated
Drivers.
Alcohol poisoning is defined as the level of
blood alcohol at which one's health or life is
threatened, according to Dr. David L. Shank,
an emergency room doctor at Rockingham
Memorial Hospital.
Not all drinking will result in alcohol poisoning. High-risk drinking is much more likely to
result in poisoning than low-risk drinking, said
Cannie Campbell, associate director of health
promotions. High-risk drinkers are those who
play drinking games such as beer pong and
quarters, where a large amount of alcohol is
consumed in a short amount of time. Low-risk
drinkers tend to space out their drinking over
time or drink water between each beer.
Campbell said that because alcohol is a
depressant, as Blood Alcohol Content rises, all
body functions begin to slow to the point that
the entire body shuts down, putting the drinker
in a coma, from which he or she eventually can
die. According to "Facts on Tap," a person can
blackout when his or her BAC reaches .15, stops
breathing at .35 and a person will go into a coma
when it reaches .4. The number of drinks it takes
to reach these levels varies for each person.

"You can die at a blood alcohol between .5
and .6, but of course there are always exceptions, but very few," Shank said.
Alcohol poisoning may be hard to spot
if you don't know what you're looking for.
"There definitely isn't an absolute, like this is
what it's going to be," Campbell said.
There are, however, signs that can tell you
when it is time to get help. Slow breathing, less
than eight times a minute is one of the signs
of alcohol poisoning to look for, according to
Campbell.
Other things Campbell said to look for are
blue fingernails or lips or cold clammy skin, as
these are signs of a lack of oxygen. Simmons
said, "Basically, it's suffering from hypoxia,
lack of oxygen."
Going in and out of consciousness is another
difficult sign to recognize. If people's eyes are

1064
U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq, as of midnight Wednesday.

rolling back in their head, they fall asleep in
the middle of a sentence or yon cannot wake
them up, they are losing consciousness.
When a person comes into the ER with
alcohol poisoning, or what they think is
alcohol poisoning, the person will be put
under surveillance and allowed to sleep.
Shanks said they will be watched because
the BAC can continue to rise and the person
may need his or her airways protected to get
enough oxygen. He said the police are not
called when a student is brought into the ER
with alcohol poisoning, even if he or she is
underage.
Occasionally the doctors will have to pump
someone's stomach, but Shank said, "It's
extremely rare to pump someone's stomach
because putting a tube down (someone's)
esophagus could do more harm than good."

BOTTOMS UP: Beer pong, and other drinking games, increase the risk of medical problems
associated with drinking alcohol.

Want to Enjoy the Game...
WITHOUT GETTING TOWED?
After the last home football game it was brought to our
attention that people were parking on the grass in the area of the
Trustee House and the Calhoun Mansion. Parking is NOT allowed
on the lawn around the Trustee House or the Calhoun Mansion.
There are to be no motorized vehicles of any type parked on the
lawn in this area.
The setting up of tents for tailgating parties is allowed on the
lawn in this area.
The intent of this message is to assure you that we want you to
have a great time with pre-game activities in this area. We
appreciate your assisting the University in protecting the lawn and
the trees around these two historic buildings on campus.
It is not my desire or the Police Department's desire to have to
ticket or tow any vehicles found to be in violation of this policy.
PLEASE set up your tents and enjoy your tailgating activites; DO
NOT park your vehicles on the lawn.

52.02
cost, in dollars, of a barrel of oil as
of Wednesday, the highest cost ever
recorded.

8, 2004

Beer pong poses serious risk
MELISSA MATTINGLY

The Iraq Survey Group has concluded
that Iraq did not have the capability to
develop weapons of mass destruction,
nor did it have any nuclear, biological,
or chemical weapon stockpiles. Charles
Duelfer, the chief U.S. weapons inspector,
was in charge of the group and personally
addressed the Senate Armed Services
Committee. In spite of these findings,
Duelfer believes that if U.N. sanctions had
been lifted, Iraq would have recommenced
its WMD program. Throughout the
sanctions, the country tried to retain
knowledge of WMD's, but by 1996 all
interest in biological weapons had been
lost. Opponents of the Bush administration
are citing the report as proof that undercuts
the main argument for entering the country.

OCTOBER
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Thanks,
Geary Robinson
Director of Parking Services
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Video game champion
attends University
World-class Warcraft III
player joins Clemsonfamily,
continues gaming.
JOHN LUPTON

Staff Writer
Many college freshmen spend a
great deal of time playing computer
games, but very few people take
their gaming as seriously as Clemson
freshman Matthew Anderson.
Anderson, 18, who came to
Clemson from Lexington, South
Carolina, ranks among the top
Warcraft III players in the world.
On July 6 he became the ACON4
world champion of Warcraft III in
Shanghai, China. More recently,
Anderson won the World Cyber
Games USA preliminary event,
which enables him to compete in the

International World Cyber Games in
San Francisco from Oct. 5 to Oct.
10.
Anderson said this is the biggest
e-game tournament anyone can compete in. It is sponsored by Samsung
and Nvidia, who will be giving demonstrations of their new technology
while the gamers battle it out.
Anderson said that intelligence will
play a big role in who wins. The competitors build a base and an army and
then try to destroy their opponent's
base.
"It's a strategy game," he said.
"You have to try to out-think your
opponent basically."
But the World Cyber Games are
not just a matter of pride. Anderson
is also competing for money. He said
he has already made about $10,000
during his gaming career and hopes

COURTESY GREG ANDERSON

VICTORY: Matthew Anderson celebrates after winning a gaming competition
in Shanghai, China, scoring a new car in the process.

to add to that total at this competition,
where first prize is $25,000, second is
$10,000 and third is $5,000. Money
is awarded all the way down to the
eighth place winner, who receives
$ 1,000, so Anderson is almost certain
to come home with a tidy sum.
"I expect to do pretty well," he
said. "Maybe top four, I hope."
Anderson based his prediction on
his online practice sessions. He competes on a team of eight people which
includes members from Sweden,
France, Norway and Bulgaria.
"We basically have the best players
in the world on our team," Anderson
said. "We practice all the time
online." He and his teammates are
sponsored by Intel, Shuttle and SK
Gaming, who pay for the team's trips
to competitions.
Anderson said he generally practices for two hours a day or whenever
he has some free time.
Anderson has competed in tournaments spanning the far reaches of the
globe thanks to his skill in Warcraft
III, but his talents are not limited to
that game only.
Anderson began his career playing
Counterstrike and Starcraft before
he discovered his proficiency in
Warcraft. In his younger days, he
played simpler games along with the
rest of his generation.
Anderson said his first video game
experience was with Nintendo's
Duckhunt at age six. After that he
played games just like any other
normal kid.
"I got addicted to the King's Quest
games like 10 years ago," he said.
As for pursuing a professional
career in gaming, Anderson said he
has other priorities. "They have professionals in Korea, but I'm focused
on college right now," he said.
Not surprisingly, Anderson is a
computer engineering major, and
said he would like to start his own
company or possibly create a new
game after he graduates.

India celebration to raise
money for student organization
Today the student organization AID (Association for India's
Development) will be hosting
a celebration of Indian culture
in the Carillon Gardens. The
event starts at 11 a.m. and continues until 9 p.m., ending with
a cultural night in the Tillman
Auditorium. Attendees can enjoy
Indian food and music, and
authentic crafts will be on sale.
Henna tattoos and workshops
will also be available. City of
Clemson Mayor Larry Abernathy
will be on hand as the guest of
honor. All proceeds from the
event will benefit development
projects in India.
Botanical
plants

Gardens

to

sell

On Saturday, Oct. 9, the South
Carolina Botanical Gardens will
be holding their annual plant sale
to raise money for the Gardens.
The sale will last from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. and will include perennials, shrubs, grasses and trees.
According to the Gardens, fall is
"optimum planting season."
Pro-choice advocate to come to
Clemson
On Monday, Oct. 11, a luncheon will be held at 12:30 p.m.
at the Madren Center to honor
Alexander Sanger, grandson of
Margaret Sanger and famous prochoice advocate. Margaret Sanger
is credited with starting the birth
control movement almost a cen-

tury ago. A fee of $25 is required
for those who wish to attend the
banquet — the money will go to
the Planned Parenthood Council
of South Carolina. Sanger is the
International Chair of the council. After the luncheon, Sanger
will meet with any interested
students in Hendrix Ballroom A
at 3 p.m. At 7 p.m., Sanger will
present a speech in Tillman and
sign copies of his book afterwards. The title of his speech is
"Beyond Choice: Reproductive
Freedom in the 21st Century."
The speech is free of charge and
open to the public.
Navrati to be celebrated
The Clemson Indian Students
Association (CISA) will host the
festival of Navrati, a nine-night
celebration of worship, dance and
music. The festival celebrates the
victory of Goddess Durga over
the demon Mahishasur. The
event will be celebrated on Oct.
16 in the Hendrix Center starting
at 7:30 p.m.
TIGERAMA to be held next
Friday
The 48th annual TIGERAMA
celebration will be in Littlejohn
Coliseum from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
next Friday, October 15. Tickets
to the event will be eight dollars,
and groups performing include
Clemson Cheerleaders, Rally
Cats, Pershing Rifles, Tiger Band
and Tigeroar. Miss Homecoming
will be crowned, and the ceremony will be followed by a fireworks display. A pre-show event
is planned from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

University receives livestock tracking grant
Money will help officials to
monitor spread oflivestock
diseases.
NAYLOR BROWNELL

Assistant News Editor
The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has given the
University $199,865 to improve
its ability to track state livestock
animals, allowing officials to better
detect, isolate and treat outbreaks
of livestock diseases.
Over the summer, the USDA
announced the U.S. Animal I.D.
Plan, following a directive issued
by President Bush that outlined
specific actions that needed to be
taken to protect the country from
agroterrorism.
According to Dr. Boyd Parr, a
former private-practice veterinarian and Clemson's head of the
livestock tracking program, agroterrorism is a pertinent issue, but
not necessarily the main reason for
the I.D. Plan.
"It is a concern," he said. "We
need to be vigilant everywhere."
According to Parr, the plan is a
great way to combat agroterrorism, while also assisting efforts to
ease livestock management. Also,
many foreign trading partners
have been pressuring the U.S. to
do a better job of keeping track of
meat producers. According to press
releases, Canada, the European
Union and Australia already have
animal-tracking systems. In addition, Japan has refused to import
U.S. beef until it is assured that the
meat is safe from diseases. Until
the thorough tracking system is in

place, it will be difficult to track infected animal interacted with any
any outbreaks, and some infected other tracked animal.
livestock may slip through the
"This will improve our ability to
cracks.
verify where animals come from,
According to .press releases, where they go and who they've
Canada, the European Union and been in contact with," said Parr.
Australia already have animalOf course, the program can only
tracking systems.
really be completely effective if
Parr explained that officials must every animal is tracked. Since the
undertake a specific protocol if an program is just starting off, it will
infection is disbe
voluntary.
covered. If one
Parr
predicts
case of foot and
that in about
mouth disease is
five years, it
discovered in a £ £ We have to do a really
will be mandacertain area, he
tory for every
explained, every good job of education and
farmer to reganimal within a marketing and making
ister all of his
six-mile radius it easy to get as high a
livestock.
must be quaranThe
proxitined, in addition compliance as possible.
mate goal of the
to any others that We will be very pleased
program is to
may have come
just I.D. cows;
in contact with if we can get 50 percent
eventually, all
the diseased ani- of the commercial
other
clovenmal.
hoofed animals
Humans
are producers. 55
like horses and
BOYD PARR
included in this
hogs
will be
Head of Livestock Tracking Program
collection of anitracked as well.
mals, noted Parr.
To be tracked,
"People
have
each animal will
to be scrubbed
have a small GPS
device somehow
inside and out."
Once the case of foot and mouth attached that sends a constant signal
disease has been confirmed, every so that the government can track it
single
cloven-hoofed
animal using GIS software. The cost of such
within the six-mile radius must be a device is only about three dollars,
destroyed. If the infected animal and Parr noted that many livestock
came into contact with a single producers currently use similar
animal that had since moved out technology for "other management
of the radius and had not been purposes."
tracked, the disease could spread
In addition, farmers can also use
easily. With the new tracking the devices to track vital signs of
technology, government officials their livestock, as well as its perwill have a database that will tell formance, weight and other charthem exactly where and when the acteristics.

"That information will allow
more precise action during an outbreak," said Parr.
Processing the information that
will be received from every single
transponder will require a massive
database, and Parr's team is already
at work building it — a state epidemiologist is already on hand to
write a program for it.
At press time, Parr's team was
incomplete. He was still looking
to hire various positions that the
grant money provides for, including a graduate student position and
administrative jobs.
Clemson University itself has
contributed to the project; the
Cooperative Extension Service,
the Department of Animal and
Veterinary Sciences and the
Department of Sociology have all
been involved. In fact, the state veterinary office is located at Clemson
rather than at the USDA office, the
normal location in other states.
In addition to Clemson University,
other organizations are involved in
the tracking program. In addition to
the USDA, the Farm Bureau, Beef
Board and Cattlemen's Association
have expressed their support.
The USDA is currently providing
Parr's team with educational materials and a website, which he hopes
to use to spread the word about the
tracking system. He plans to use the
Web site as a vehicle for the livestock producers to register; those
that are not internet-savvy can go to
extension and county offices where
an agent will be familiar with the
Web site.
Parr is optimistic that farmers
will register, if they are properly
educated about the program.

"We have to do a really good job
of education and marketing and
making it easy to get as high a compliance as possible. We will be very
pleased if we can get 50 percent of
the commercial producers."
He added that it was more important in the short term to track the
large commercial producers, but
private livestock would be added to
the program after a while.
Parr noted that legislation may be
required to clarify laws regarding
the information that the government
can obtain from farmers, under the
volunteer status of registration.
All of the livestock information
is protected for producers under
the Homeland Security Act, which
allows time for the investigation of
confidentiality.
In regards to the information,
Parr said, "We know where we
want to go, exactly how we're
going to get there the government
has not decided."
The program will take a while
to completely implement, but Parr
and veterinarians across the state
remain vigilant in case an outbreak
should happen earlier. He recently
toured the Clemson area with
University veterinarians, discussing contingencies should an outbreak happen around the Clemson
campus — keeping in mind that
everyone within a six-mile radius
would have to be "scrubbed," that
makes for a large number around
the Clemson campus.
Parr said that they even have
plans for an outbreak on a football
weekend.
"It's a scenario we are preparing
for and hoping that we are wasting
our time," he said.

WEEKLY
BARKERism...

"Clemson student self-reports of high risk alcohol and drug use are ofgreat concern to me. " Oct. 1, 2004

PAGEA4

■ THE TIGER

OCTOBER

NEWS

Mr. Carey is a lecturer in the department of political
science and Second Vice-Chair of the Anderson County
Republican Party. He is also a doctoral student in the
policy studies program at Clemson.
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Dr. Robert W. Smith is an assistant professor of
political science and faculty advisor to the Clemson
Democrats.

The Environment
The platforms
BUSH

KERRY

Over the last four years, the air has
become cleaner, our water more pure,
and we have reversed the net loss of
wetlands. In addition, our parks are
better managed, better funded and
better protected. Throughout his first
term, President Bush has launched a
series of climate change initiatives to
improve scientific understanding and
reduce emissions through the use of
new, energy-efficient technologies. He
has proposed several clean air initiatives
that will dramatically improve air quality and public health. In his second term,
President Bush will... work to secure
passage of the Clear Skies Initiative to
reduce power plant emissions of sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen oxides and mercury
by 70 percent and help the states meet
tougher new air quality standards... will
aggressively implement programs that

will dedicate a record $40 billion over
a decade to restore millions of acres
of wetlands, protect habitats, conserve
water and improve streams and rivers near working farms and ranches...
will further his commitment to reduce
America's greenhouse gas intensity
by 18 percent by 2012... develop and
deploy transformational technologies to
avoid and reduce emissions, promote
cost effective opportunities for near-term
emissions reductions; and build on the
international climate change partnerships this Administration has forged
with countries responsible for more than
70 percent of global greenhouse gas
emissions.
Source:
http://www.georgewbush.com/Agenda/
Chapter.aspx?ID=5#ev

The "spin"
The view commonly advanced by
the Left, particularly by Hollywood and
extreme environmental groups, is that
Democrats care about the environment
and Republicans do not. This position
is absolutely false. The disagreement
between the two sides is not a matter
of whether the environment should be
preserved but of what policies are most
effective at protecting the environment
and better for the human beings whose
lives will be affected by them. The
conservative approach to conservation
is largely outcome-based and involves
market-based policies, such as the tradable permit program so successful at
reducing sulfate emissions in the 1980s.
The liberal approach prefers commandand-control policies that impose restrictions on industries without consideration

of efficiency or allowing sufficient
flexibility to take advantage of new and
better technologies for reducing pollutants. President Bush has taken a proactive stance in protecting the environment
through grants to fund research into
clean energy, including development of
hydrogen fuel cell technology for automobiles, and he is the first president to
propose caps on mercury emissions. He
has increased protection of wetlands and
the Florida Everglades, a vital source of
fresh water for residents of that area.
Our policies should not, and need not,
pit human welfare against environmental preservation, as many extremists are
prone to do. President Bush's approach
seeks to protect the environment while
maintaining quality of life.

The health of our families, the
strength of our economy and the well
being of our world all depend upon a
clean environment. A strong America
depends on healthy families, and
healthy families depend on fresh air,
pure water and clean neighborhoods.
We will strengthen protection for our air
by making government and our markets
work together. We will strengthen the
Clean Air Act, by controlling top pollutants and offering new flexibility to
industries that commit to cleaning up
within that framework. We will reduce
mercury emissions, smog and acid rain
and will address the challenge of climate
change. We will work with communities
to reduce water pollution — not only
from factories but also from large corporate farms, storm water runoff and
sewer overflows. We will restore the

"polluter pays" principle to fund the
cleanup of the most polluted sites. We
will require companies to restore leased
public lands to their original state after
their work is done. We are committed to
protecting the lands used by hunters and
anglers, and we will open millions of
new acres of land to public hunting and
fishing. We will conserve and restore
habitats where wildlife flourishes. We
know that America's fight for a healthy
environment cannot be waged within
our borders alone. We must restore
American leadership on this issue as
well as others such as hazardous waste
emissions and depleted fisheries.
Democratic Party Platform Language
at http://a9.g. akamai.net/7/9/8082/
v002/www. democrats.org/pdfs/
2004platform.pdf

By Carey and Smith
While nuclear waste pours into the
Savannah River Plant, pollution mounts
in the Cooper River, wetlands disappear
on the coast and the air we breath in
Clemson University's home County of
Pickens deteriorates, the issue of the
environment is crucial for the State of
South Carolina. Since 2001: polluters
actually write environmental laws and
oil company profits have mattered more
than hard science and cold facts, while
protecting the environment doesn't
matter at all; energy industry lobbying
rewrote rules to allow more smog, soot
and mercury into the air; environmental
cops have been pulled off the job; inadequate funding of the national parks has
left trails closed and historic structures
collapsing; ignored scientific evidence

on global climate change; and increased
legal loopholes to avoid environmental
enforcement. Kerry/Edwards reject the
false choice between a healthy economy
and a healthy environment. We know
new technologies that protect the environment can create new high-paying
jobs. We know a cleaner environment
means a stronger economy. Kerry/
Edwards will work for policies that
provide fresh air, pure water and reestablishes our national priority to protect
the environment for future generations.
Democratic Party Platform Language
at http://a9.g.akamai.net/7/9/8082/
v002/www. democrats.org/pdfs/
2004platform.pdf

The responses
Environmentalists and critics of the current
f ^
president criticize him for lack of concern
IT «^[
with environmental issues but overlook the
fact that it is the media who downplay these
issues because the war in Iraq dominates current news. President Bush's decision to not
JENNA
sign the Kyoto Protocol was because of preROBINSON vious instances where money and power have
ended up in the wrong hands. Bush has to be
extremely cautious before pledging America to do anything,
as does any president.

I think that the issue of environmental
policies is overlooked in this day and age
because of the ongoing war in Iraq. More
attention needs to be focused on other issues
such as the environment because it continues
to be a problem. I think that the Republican
Party has done well in the past approving
MEGAN
and improving environmental policies. But
PERRY
until the focus on Iraq dies down, the environment will not be a major issue.

Ck

w

Next week's question: What is your opinion of
the Patrioat Act — necessary tool to combat
terror or threat to personal liberty? E-mail
news@thetigernews.com with your responses
(75-100 words) by Tuesday, Oct. 12 at 5 p.m.

£k ^k
M ik

I don't think that George Bush
has done enough while he has been
in office to help the environment.
\
. j
The Kyoto Protocol is an act which
*
tries to cut back on global warming.
feJ It's goal is to decrease the amount of
CLAIRE
carbon dioxide and other pollutants,
CUNNINGHAM and he would not include the U.S. in
this act. There are problems with this act, but he could
do something to help out.
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Firefox invades market

Mozilla releases thefinal
version oftheir Internet
browser, Firefox.
JONATHAN GOFORTH

Campus Arrests
The following are arrests that were made by the Clemson
University police departmentfrom Wednesday, September
29 to Wednesday, October 6.
September 28
11:43 p.m., Miller Blalock, simple possession of marijuana, Perimeter
Rd., officer: Lyle
October 1
2:31 a.m., William Bateman, public disorderly conduct, Y-Beach, officer:
Lyle
2:31 a.m., Brian McGahee, public disorderly conduct, Y-Beach, officer:
Lyle
5:23 a.m., Jonathon Almond, public disorderly conduct, Byrnes, officer:
Owen
5:32 a.m., Louis Rosborough, public disorderly conduct, Byrnes, officer:
Owen

Thefollowing calls were among those that Clemson
University police responded to from Wednesday,
September 29 to Wednesday, October 6.
September 30
12:06 a.m., suspicious activity, Johnstone, officer: Lyle
12:41 a.m., minor in possession, Byrnes, officer: Lyle
12:41 a.m., minor in possession, Byrnes, officer: Lyle
12:41 a.m., minor in possession, Byrnes, officer: Lyle
12:41 a.m., minor in possession, Byrnes, officer: Lyle
2:01 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Lyle
October 1
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
12:34 a.m., minor in possession, Johnstone, officer: Hughey
October 2
12:45 a.m., minor in possession, Lightsey Bridge, officer: Hogue
12:45 a.m., minor in possession, Lightsey Bridge, officer: Hogue
12:45 a.m., minor in possession, Lightsey Bridge, officer: Hogue
October 3
2:26 a.m., theft from vehicle, YMCA, officer: Hogue
4:23 a.m., public disorderly conduct: drunk, S. Palmetto, officer: Hughey
October 4
4:06 p.m., grand larceny, Riggs, officer: Schuttm., ATM alarm, Ft. Hill
St., officer: Schutt

f,

C6T
■■ 1 arrest These are the running tallies
'—*%*\ls*\a» '
of each officer's arrests since
5 arrests; September 3, 2004.
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Webmaster
Among the programs most
people use on a computer, few
are used as much as the Internet
browser. For most people, Internet
browser is synonymous with
Microsoft Internet Explorer (IE).
Microsoft's browser became
popular after they began including
it with the Windows operating system in 1995. Within a few years
of its release, Internet Explorer
had taken nearly 100 percent of
the browser market share and held
that position until recently.
This past summer, in a trend
fueled by viruses and other security issues, Internet Explorer started
losing market share. The U.S.
Computer Emergency Readiness
Team (US-CERT), a division of
the Department of Homeland
Security, issued a recommendation to users of IE to consider
other possibilities after several
bugs were found that would allow
a malicious person to steal personal information — including credit
card numbers — from visitors to
their Web sites.
Many of the people who stopped
using IE have started using a
new browser, Mozilla Firefox.
According to PCWorld.com, a
little over four percent of the general population now uses Firefox
as their main browser. The 1.0
Preview Release version was
released in mid-September and
within 10 days the browser had
been downloaded over two million
times, according to Mozilla.
People are choosing Firefox
over IE for reasons other than
security.
"I use Firefox because of the
great features they keep adding,
like tabbed browsing and live

PROGRESS: Many students eagerly await the final version ofMozilla s
Firefox Internet browser that will be released later this month.
bookmarks," said Michael Masse, be very easy to use, especially for
a Computer Engineering major.
people who are already using IE.
New users often mention fea- The installation process imports
tures such as pop-up blocking, favorites from the old browser
reduced spyware, tabbed brows- automatically.
ing, faster and better webpage
Like all software, Firefox is not
viewing, a built-in Google search perfect. A few security issues have
bar and an extension system among come up in the last few months.
the reasons for their switch. The All of these were fixed within
pop-up blocker has been improved days by some of the hundreds of
in the newest version.
volunteers around the world who
"The usability is awesome work on Firefox as a part of the
with automatic setting to block open source movement.
pop-ups," said Vaude Tucker, a
Computers in the on-campus
recent Clemson grad in Graphic labs are currently using Internet
Communications.
Explorer and the Mozilla Suite.
Tabbed browsing, an idea that The browser included in Mozilla
IE users are mostly unfamiliar suite is an alternate (and in some
with, allows a person to open ways older) version of Firefox.
multiple Web pages in the same DCIT officials say Firefox may
window, making the web surfing be installed on lab machines
experience faster and more orga- when it becomes the main Mozilla
nized.
browser. This should happen soon
Firefox is not just for computer after Firefox releases its final 1.0
experts either. It was designed to version in late October.

If U I W FROM PAGE A1
programs have changed since
then. The original Corps of Cadets
gave way to the Reserve Officers'
Training Corps. In addition to the
long-standing Army ROTC, the
Air Force ROTC joined the campus in the late 1940s.
In 1955, the college's all-military status was dropped and the
student body became civilian. In
July 1964, the college became
Clemson University.
Clemson's military traditions
also underwent changes during
that time. In the mid-1950s, the
ROTC programs became optional
for juniors and seniors. By the

early 1970s, women were admitted
to ROTC, and it became optional
for freshmen and sophomores.
The Military Heritage web site's
Military Plaza link describes how
Clemson's rich military history is
showcased through the Military
Heritage Plaza. Created in honor
of those who attended Clemson
and received military training,
the Plaza showcases the many
contributions Clemson students
have made to the protection and
security of the U.S. The plaza was
a gift from the classes of 1950,
1951, 1952 and 1953.
Clemson military alumni have

been awarded every medal presented by the U.S. military, including the Congressional Medal of
Honor. A number of these medals
are on display in the plaza.
The inscriptions on the steps
— Honor, Courage, Pride and
Leadership — represent the qualities the military program strives
to instill in students during cadet
life at Clemson. The sculptures in
the Plaza represent the "molding"
of a student into a commissioned
graduate.
The home football game against
Maryland on Oct. 30 will serve as
Military Appreciation Day.

and preserve an important building in
the Upstate at the same time.
In addition to its service projects, the AGC also participated in
a Regional Student Competition in
October of 2003. Both the DesignBuild team and the Commercial team
won Best Presenter awards for their
respective categories. Both teams
were also awarded second place for
technical merit.
The AGC plans to enter the contest again next year, and Foushee

said receiving awards lets everyone
know how much work the AGC has
been doing. "Getting the word out to
people that we are out there working
hard is always good," he said.
He added that the award will
help draw attention to Construction
Science Management degree here at
Clemson.
"Getting national recognition
increases the value of our degree
and gets the word out there about our
program," said Foushee.

AWARD
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architecture students. AGC students
were involved in all aspects of the
construction, as well as budgeting
and scheduling for the project.
The AGC not only volunteers for
projects benefiting the university but
the community as well.
The AGC also helped renovate
the Hunt Family Cabin (built circa
1826), which is located in the South
Carolina Botanical Garden. The
three-month project was an opportunity for students to gain experience

Next week is your last chance to
have your voice heard in our Election 2004 feature coverage. Respond
to the question on the opposite page
by Tuesday afternoon at 5 p.m.
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Practice kicks off season

Basketball teams start year
with practice on portable
court, goal.
KELLY VALITIS

Staff Writer
A new Clemson tradition may
well begin with the 2004-2005
basketball season.
"Clemson Midnight Hoops
Courtside on College Avenue"
will begin at 11:15 p.m. on
Friday, Oct. 15 on College
Avenue in downtown Clemson.
Members of The Tiger and Lady
Tiger basketball teams will participate in a slam-dunk contest, a
three-point shooting contest and
a free-throw shooting contest
on a portable basketball floor.
"Midnight Hoops" will officially
kick-off the NCAA basketball
practices.
The event is sponsored by the
Clemson Athletic Program, the
City of Clemson, the Downtown
merchants and the City of
Clemson Police Department,
according to an athletic department
press
release
from
Tuesday.
"By the time Tigerama is done,
people will head downtown and
be able to see what's going on,"
said John Seketa, the Assistant
Athletic Director for Game
Management and Promotions.
College Avenue will be closed
between Keith Street and Hwy.
93 at 7 p.m., and will be reopened
at 3 a.m. All traffic will be redirected to Hwy. 93 from Hwy. 123

RACHEL PUGUESEslatl

GAME TIME: The Clemson Tigers will kick off the 2004-2005 basketball
season with a practice and pep rally outside Subway downtown.
and Hwy. 76.
Not only is this is the first
big promotional event featuring
Oliver Purnell as the head coach
of the men's basketball team, it
is the first time the kick-off for
practices will be held downtown
Seketa said.
"We're probably the first
school to do (a promotional
basketball game) outside on the
street," Seketa said. "This is
why it is so unique."
"Midnight Hoops" will also
serve as a promotional event to
help persuade basketball supporters to buy season tickets
and encourage students to get

their tickets. Other activities will
also include giveaways, music
and introductions of the men
and women's teams, according
to an Athletic Department press
release.
"This is an opportunity to
introduce our new team to
the students and supporters of
Clemson basketball and to share
our excitement for the upcoming
season in an unique setting,"
Purnell said in the press release.
"This will be one of the most
innovative tip-off events in the
history of college basketball,"
said Lady Tigers head coach Jim
Davis.

Cheney, Edwards debate
T.S. AMARASIRIWARDENA

Technician
(North Carolina State U.)
(U-WIRE) — In the only debate
between the two vice presidential
candidates, each gave arguments as
to why the top of their ticket should
be president while also painting
an image that they are fit to hold
the nation's second most powerful
office.
Sitting at separate desks, Vice
President and Washington veteran Dick Cheney and Sen. John
Edwards, the Democratic vice
presidential candidate gunning for
the office, went head-to-head at
Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio Tuesday night.
Moderated by Gwen Ifill, a correspondent with PBS' "The News
Hour with Jim Lehrer," the freeranging, 90-minute forum's first
question centered on the main issue
of the presidential debate last week;
the war in Iraq.
From the get go, Cheney, answering the first question, said that he had
no regrets about the administration's
policy on Iraq.
"What we did in Iraq was exactly
the right thing to do. If I had it to
recommend all over again, I would
recommend exactly the same course
of action. The world is far safer
today because Saddam Hussein is in
jail, his government is no longer in
power," he said.
Edwards, a 1974 NCSU graduate,
quickly criticized the vice president, saying he was "still not being
straight with the American people."
Continuing to stay on the offensive, Edwards mirrored a stump
speech he gave in Raleigh two weeks
ago, calling "Iraq a mess," while
adding that prominent Republicans
including John McCain and Chuck
Hagel also questioned the progress
in that country.

OCTOBER
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Citing yesterday's report by the
U.S.'s former top-ranking official in
Iraq, Paul Bremer, Edwards said that
"they didn't have enough troops to
secure the country. They also didn't
have a plan to win the peace. They
also didn't put the alliances together
to make this successful. We need a
fresh start."
Throughout the debates the candidates attempted to erode the other's
credibility, with Cheney attacking
Edward's lack of experience and
painted him as one wavering in
political winds, while the Senator
said that the administration was the
wrong kind of experience that the
nation needed.
At one point, Cheney hounded
his opponent on what he said were
incorrect figures on the cost of Iraq,
saying that "you probably weren't
there to vote for that." He also drove
after Edward's positions on the
campaign trail during the primaries,
saying that he changed his position
from being for the war in Iraq to
against it because of the then surging Howard Dean.
"He can't stand up to Howard
Dean," the vice president said, "How
can he stand up to al Qaeda?"
Cheney further said that people
trusted him because, "I don't have
any further political aspirations
myself," while also repeatedly
stressing that a vice president should
be fit to take the presidency at a
moment's notice.
Edwards harshly questioned the
past four years saying that a "long
record does not equal good judgment."
Repeatedly, Edwards, the former
lawyer, brought up questions regarding Halliburton, Cheney's former
company, now embroiled in a number of litigations over overcharging
the government for services in Iraq.
After the debate, Bryce Ball,
chairman for Students for Bush, said

that though he thought both candidates did a good job, the vice president came out on top by responding
"very confidently. He stood steadfast
and did not waiver at all. He showed
that the Kerry/Edwards position has
been inconsistent."
Melissa Price of the College
Democrats also agreed that both
candidates gave a strong showing
but that "they both focused on bashing each other and I wanted to hear
more plans. I definitely thought that
Cheney was incredibly frustrated
— he was spouting out numbers
and that was great but that did not
connect to the people. Edwards is a
great communicator," she said.
Just six days removed from the
presidential debates last week, the
Democratic ticket, previously running a laggard race, moved up in
the polls to a razor-thin gap between
the two campaigns within days
after what many said was a strong
performance by Sen. John Kerry.
The CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll
reports that the two campaigns have
swung from a six-point gap last
week, down to a dead heat this week
after the debate.
Though historically vice-presidential candidate debates never
make or break a campaign, how
the candidates faired in last night's
debates in voters minds over the
next few days could continue to
fuel the upswing seen in the Kerry
campaign, or stumble and hold its
momentum.
One of the key battleground
states, Ohio with its 20 electoral
votes, is a hotly contested state for
both campaigns. No Republican
candidate has ever taken the presidency without winning the state.
The debate is the only one
between the two candidates. The
presidential candidates will meet
once again Friday, Oct. 8 for the
second time.

Interested in writing for The Tiger
News section? Contact Isaiah at 6564006 or news@thetigernews.com!
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look stupid," said Crosston. "You
just have to have faith that there's
a desire here of students who want
to be involved."
The Bush campaign has
attempted to paint Kerry as not
having any consistent position,
calling him a "flip-flopper" and
many felt Kerry's job during the
debate was to lay out his response
to this claim. He attempted to do
so in regards to the War on Terror,
saying that he was consistent in
his belief that Saddam Hussein
was a threat and that he approved
of his removal, but not the way
that Bush did so.
Several polls taken following
the debate showed most Americans
believed that Kerry was the victor,
citing Bush's apparent unease.
However, students watching the
debate in Brackett seemed to think
that the debate was a draw, with
many seeming disappointed that
Kerry did not lay out specific reasons to vote for him, only reasons
not to vote for Bush.
"My personal opinion is that
it seemed to me that Kerry did
much better than Bush in this
particular debate," said Crosston.
"I don't think it was a second
round knockout, but I do think in
a decision — in a boxing analogy
— was a unanimous decision. It
went the distance, but Kerry still
took it."
Crosston believed that Bush's
"aww shucks" form of debate
didn't work well for the topics
discussed in the debate.
'"I'm one of the folks' kind of
logic works great on domestic ...
but that won't work when you're
talking about foreign policy. You
can't do that when you're talking
war, talking about our alliances,"
he said.
In the pre-debate, several people said that Kerry hasn't given
enough substance and that both
sides have been overly negative
and have not been focusing on
specifics.
After the debate, some students
were disappointed with Bush's
performance.
"He sounds kinda displaced
and distant from the people in
the international world and it's
almost condescending, and I think
it's an issue he's going to have to
address in foreign relations," said
Jene Davis, a junior with a double
major in Political Science and
Sociology.
Of the 50 or so students that
stayed for the post-debate discussion, a majority seemed to be liberally minded. One such supporter
was Phillip Goff, who engaged in
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a discussion after the debate with
accounting graduate student Jeff
Turner, a member of the South
Carolina Air National Guard who
served in Iraq for about three
months at the beginning of the
invasion.
"(The debate) solidified what
the candidates already stood for,"
said Turner. "I don't think anybody really made any progress in
the debate. Bush has the momentum now and has had for several
weeks — I don't really see that
changing."
The two also talked about troops
in Iraq and the overall War on Terror.
"I would prefer (the troops) not be
there, risking their lives for rich
people," said Goff.
"War's not heck, it's Hell," said
Turner in response. "And that's a
fact. It's not nice, people die. In
the long run, their children will
be safer because they made the
ultimate sacrifice."
Goff disagreed. "I think
President Bush will continue to
erode my civil liberties, will continue to mount casualties in Iraq,"
he said. "And that makes me want
to make sure that George Bush is
no longer President of the United
States."
"You have your one vote and I
have my one vote," said Turner.
"For the middle of the road
people, I think Bush has already
sealed the deal. I think it's over."
The political science department is interested in holding more
events this year, but do not want
to saturate students, especially
with the debates following in such
quick succession, according to
Crosston.
On Tuesday, five days after the
first debate, Bush and Kerry's
running mates, Vice President
Dick Cheney and Senator John
Edwards of North Carolina,
respectively, took part in the
only Vice Presidential debate.
Traditionally, Vice Presidential
debates have had little effect on
the mindset of voters, but with the
two candidates virtually tied in
polls, many looked to this debate
to help form their opinion.
Tonight, Bush and Kerry will
take the stage at Washington
University in St. Louis, Missouri
for a town hall format debate. The
forum will last 90 minutes and
will begin at 9 p.m.
The last debate will take place
next Wednesday, Oct. 13 at Arizona
State University in Tempe, Ariz,
and will focus on economic and
domestic policy.
The election will be held
Tuesday, Nov. 2.

JUSTIN PATTERSON,in Jir.vU'

^X/f i A" Ge0rge WB,Ush ond Senator John Kerry will compete
in two farther debates, one tonight and one next Wednesday
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HELPWANTED

Spring Break 2005 with STS,
America's #1
Student Tour
Operator. Hiring
campus reps.
Call for group discounts.
Info/Reservations
1-800-648-4849
www.ststravel.com
NOW HIRING!
Villa Luigi now hiring waitstaff. Evening shifts
(4:30-10:30). contact Louis at
639-0076 after 5 p.m.
Looking for mature
articulate college students
to call alumni.
Earn & $8/hr. part time.
call FRMC. Inc.
864-654-9563 between
lp.m.- 5p.m.

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address
315 Hendrix Center
Clemson, SC 29634

Hi

F0RRENT

APARTMENT FOR RENTCLEMSON COURT II.
5-min walk to campus.
Pool, w/d, dishwasher,
garage, wireless
internet. Call Geoff 803-4298651.
Apartment:
3 bedroom/1 bath
$450/month
$400 deposit
807 #3 Creekside Drive
973-3324
940-7429

College Students:
A great, quiet atmosphere.
15 minutes from Clemson.
Farm House, completely
remodeled, for rent to 4
students. 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms. $200 each monthly.
Utilities & Water not included.
Washer/Dryer, appliances,
table and barstools are
included. Please no smokers
& no pets. We cut the lawn!
Call Catherine @ 304-2925.

How to place a classified ad

)eadline
3 p.m. Tuesday

By Phone: (864) 656-2150
By Fax: (864) 656-4772
By Email: classified@thetigernews.com
In Person: 315 Hendrix Center

Classified Ad Ra
Students:
Other:

25 cents/word
50 cents/word

yment Methods
Cash, Check

(864) 656-2150 • classified@TheTigerNews.com
RENT AREA'S BEST
HOUSE!!!
4/5 BR, 3 BA, pool, gazebo,
large yard, outdoor cooker,
DirecTV, furnished entertainment room, hardwood floors,
all appliances, W/D, -i-more!
see http://dev.netmds.com/
house

EVENTS
SKYDIVE! tandem skydive
or learn to jump on your own.
www.JumpRaeford.com 910904-0000. Contact us today
for details.
City of Clemson Co-Ed
Dodge-ball League!
Season starts Wed.,
Oct. 20 goes through
Nov. 17. Games on
Wednesday nights from
8:30-9:30 @ Central/Clemson
Recreation Center.
Team fee is $50, ages 18 &
up. Rosters & fee must be in
by monday, Oct. 18. Call or
email Anna Connelly for more
information: 648-8755 ext.102
or anna@cityofclemson.org

MM

MISC.

Download Clemson
Tiger Fightsong and logos at
www.2THUMBZ.com

TRAVEL
SPRING BREAK!
CANCUN, ACAPULCO,
JAMAICA
From $459+Tax!
FLORIDA $159! OurCancun Prices Are $100 Less Than
Others! Book Now! Includes
Breakfasts, Dinners, 30-50+
Hours, Free Drinks! Ethics
Award Winning Company!
View 500 Hotel Reviews &
Videos At
www.SpringBreakTravel.
com
1-800-678-6386

BAHAMAS
SPRING BREAK
CELEBRITY CRUISE!
5 Days From $279! Includes
Meals, Port Taxes, Exclusive
Beach Parties With 20+ Of
Your Favorite TV Celebrities As Seen On Real World,
Road Rules, Bachelor! Great
Beaches, Nightlife! Ethics
Award Winning Company!
www.SpringBreakTravel.
com
1-800-678-6386

Capella's Hair Salon
MEN WANTED:
Walk-ins 1^^^*^^^^^^

are

Hours:

I $7 Haircuts! lMon-Fri: 9-6
Sat: 10-2
Be sure to mention this ad!'

U.S. AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

THINK OUTSIDE
FOUR PERPENDICULAR SIDES ON A
GEOMETRICALLY SQUARED BASE.

653-8272
105 Wall Street, Suite 7 • Located Behind Eckerd

Enroll and get
MCAT Science
Review free!
Enroll in a Kaplan Classroom Course, Online
Course or Private Tutoring program in October and
get MCAT Science Review free"—a $499 value!
Our MCAT Science Review includes 46 online lessons and 6 quizzes
for each topic: Physics, General Chemistry, Biology and Organic Chemistry.

It takes ingenuity, teamwork and a great deal of effort to pull off some of the high-profile
engineering projects being done in the United States Air Force. Engineers who come aboard
are immediately put on the fast track and have advancement opportunities typically not
found in the private sector. From weapohs systems and space station materials to the next
generation of X-planes, whatever the project is, it's always fresh, always important and
always cutting edge. If this sounds like something you might be interested in, visit our Web

Call or visit us online today to
take advantage of this limited time offer.

KAPLAN

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com/mcat

site at AIRF0RCE.COM or call us at 1-800-423-.USAF to request more information.
Test Prep and Admissions
©20EM Paid for by the US. Air Forre. All rights reserved

*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges. "Must enroll in an MCAT
Classroom Course, Online Course or 15, 25 or 35-hour Private Tutoring Program between October 1-October 31, 2004.
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Race for Nextel Cup heats up
Earnhardt receivesfine,
dockedpointsfor expletive
on television after Talladega.

this very seriously and adhering to
FCC guidelines," Zizzo said. "The
timing is unfortunate for Dale Jr.,
but NASCAR also made it clear to
the competitors that we would police
KEVIN M. BARNES
the last 10 races just like we did the
Staff Writer
first 26."
Mr. Zizzo was referring to two
Dale Earnhardt Jr. stormed ahead incidents at Busch races in Las Vegas
from 11th place to take the checkered and Dover, where drivers were upset
flag at the EA Sports 500 last Saturday and let loose on a post-race radio
at the Talladega Superspeedway. program. Both drivers were fined
The victory propelled Dale Jr. to his $10,000 and 25 points.
fifth win of the year, but a slip of the
The real violation is how a slip of
tongue cost him the point lead in the the tongue in a moment of exciteNextel Cup standings.
ment is overshadowing a masterAn NBC TV correspondent asked fully engineered race by Earnhardt's
Earnhardt about the significance of Budweiser Chevrolet team. On the
the getting his fifth win at Talladega final pit stop of the race, the crew
and he responded "It don't mean chief gambled and took the extra
s***. My daddy won here 10 times time to change two right tires while
and I gotta do a lot more winning to the rest of the leaders only took
get there. He was a master and I'm fuel.
just following his lead." NASCAR
In 11th place during the 184th lap,
responded to the profanity and fined the green flag gave Earnhardt the all
Earnhardt $10,000 and 25 points.
clear. He quickly set about passing
Now, instead of leading Kurt cars on the inside and the outside at
Busch by 13 points in the Nextel will. He maneuvered up and down
Cup standings, Earnhardt, the son of the steeply banked Talladega track
the late seven-time series champion with ease because of his two new
Dale Earnhardt, trails by 12 with tires, while cars with older tires
seven races left in the season.
struggled.
Richie Gilmore, director of comOn lap 186 Earnhardt shot past
petition for Dale Earnhardt Inc., said leader Kevin Harvick to win the
the team will appeal NASCAR's race two laps later by .117 seconds
decision: "I think we're the only (almost two car lengths.)
sport that takes points off of the
The turn of events this weekend
board after they've been scored."
brought intrinsic problems with the
NASCAR spokesman Mike new Nextel point system to light,
Zizzo said Earnhardt's penalty was specifically the ranking criteria. How
consistent with the use of profan- is it possible that the driver with the
ity in the past. "NASCAR President most wins, appearances in the Top 5
REX BROWN/contributing photographer
Mike Helton made it clear ... that
YEEHAW: Dale Earnhardt, Jr. celebrates after a victory earlier this season.
we, as a family sport, were taking
SEE NASCAR, PAGE B3
Junior is second in the points race for the Nextel Cup Championship.

Eighth-year coach Batson finds
new ways to motivate athletes
Strength and conditioning
coach helps Tigers combine
brains with brawn.
DANIEL BLACKMON

Staff Writer
In many cases, games are won
and lost long before the teams ever
step on to the playing field. Grueling
early morning weight lifting sessions and sprints in the summer
heat often times lay the bedrock for
success months before any games
are played.
This is where Joey Batson comes
in.
He is the Director of Strength
and Conditioning for Clemson
University's athletic teams. Batson
and his staff are responsible for the
lifting and conditioning programs
that all Clemson athletes use as they
strive to reach, or maintain, national
prominence.
Batson, a Greenville, S.C., native,
has been with the Tigers since 1997
after holding the same position at
Furman University for four years.
He also brings experience as a player
to the profession. After playing tight
end for The Citadel in 1979 he transfered to Newberry College, where he
was a two-time letterman, team cocaptain as a senior and earned a B.S.
in physical education. He earned his
masters in education from Clemson
in 1988, and also holds a Masters in
Sports Science from the International
Sports Sciences Association.
His staff consists of Assistant
Director
of
Strength
and
Conditioning Larry Greenlee, and
Assistant Strength and Conditioning
Coaches Tanna Burge and Sean
Hayes. Also assisting on the staff are
David Helms (baseball and football),
Eric Cash (football), Dennis Love
(swimming and diving, men's track
and field, women's basketball and

TAYLOR FRKKE sufI

SPOTTER: Head Strength and Conditioning Coach Joey Batson spots a
lifter at Jervey Gym recently. Batson is in his eighth year at Clemson.
baseball) and Dane Nelson (volleyball, men's tennis and rowing).
One of the many assignments
Batson and his staff are responsible
for is how to properly train athletes
depending on their sport.
"It depends on the sport. Some
require more power; each sport is so
different," said Batson.
Clemson's athletic teams train with
exercises that mimic movements they
will use while in the game. Football
training, for example, utilizes more
"ground based" movements.
"Football is a sport where you are
on your feet," says Batson. "So you
have to train while on your feet."
Examples of this would be squats,
push press and cleans.

"For football you try to build
speed, bulk and strength," said
Batson "Men's soccer would not
need the same training."
Teams train in the Jervey Athletic
Complex anywhere from 6 a.m. to 6
p.m., as few as three days a week and
up to five depending on the team.
The time of season also depends on
the intensity and frequency of the
workouts.
"Weight training is kind of a
supplement to the game during the
season," says Batson. "So there's a
reduction in the work load."
He also pointed out that while the
work load is reduced, it is not a period of "maintenance." Instead, other
strengths, such as endurance and

stamina, may improve as opposed to
simply how much weight an athlete
can lift at one time.
Nutrition is also a very important
aspect of athletic training. However,
Batson says that is an area that
needs improvement. Clemson has a
nutritionist, but she is not full-time.
Batson likened the athletes here, who
must perform at the Division 1 level,
to race cars. He said that they, like the
cars, must run on only the best fuel
to perform at their peak. However,
supplement use is very restricted by
the NCAA, so many athletes must
eat smartly on their own.
"(The) NCAA really restricts
(supplements) so we provide rehydration drinks and energy drinks,"
said Batson. Most of the food and
beverages supplied to athletes is for
post-workout recovery.
Not surprisingly, the walls of the
weightroom are filled with pictures
and plaques of former athletes
- many former football players - that
record their improvement from babyfaced freshmen to bulging seniors.
On this year's team, Batson cited
quarterback Charlie Whitehurst, who
added 10 pounds since last season,
defensive end Maurice Fountain and
center Dustin Fry as making great
strides in the off-season. Fry is one
of the strongest players in Clemson
football history.
"Overall, as a team, they all work
really hard," Batson said.
Evidence that he and his staff have
implemented a plan for success can
be seen in how far the offensive linemen have come in the weightroom in
only five years.
In 1999, the average starting
offensive lineman at Clemson
weighed 265 lbs., bench-pressed 380
lbs. and possessed a 27.5" vertical
jump. However, this year's average
starting offensive lineman weighs
307 lbs., bench presses 407 lbs. and
has a vertical jump of 28.3".

TIGER SCHEDULE
FRIDAY 10/8

Women's Tennis at ITA AilAmerican - Pacific Palisades,
Cal. - All Day
Women's Volleyball vs. Duke
- Durham, N.C. - TBA
SATURDAY 10/9

Swimming & Diving vs.
Duke and College of Charleston - Clemson, S.C. - 1 p.m.
Women's Soccer vs. North
Carolina - Clemson, S.C.
- 7 p.m.
Women's Tennis at ITA AllAmerican - Pacific Palisades,
Cal. - All Day
Women's Track at Furman
Invitational - Greenville,
S.C. -TBA
Women's Volleyball vs. Wake
Forest - Winston-Salem, N.C.
-TBA
SUNDAY 10/10

Men's Soccer vs. South Carolina - Columbia, S.C. - 2 p.m.
Men's Golf at Jerry Pate Invitational - Birmingham, Ala.
- All Day
Women's Tennis at ITA AilAmerican - Pacific Palisades,
Cal. - All Day

SPORTS
• Seattle Mariners right fielder
Ichiro Suzuki finished the season
on Sunday with 262 hits. Suzuki
broke George Sisler's 1920 record
of 257 hits on Friday. Suzuki, in
just his fourth year in the majors,
finished with a .372 average, tops
in the American League.
• Ernie Els edged Thomas Bjorn
by one stroke to win the American
Express Championship. The win
was Els' fourth of the year, allowing him to move into second place
in the world rankings over Tiger
Woods. Els' paycheck for the win
was $1.2 million.
•Chicago Bulls guard Scottie
Pippen has retired. Pippen is best
known as the longtime sidekick
of Michael Jordan. The duo led
the Bulls to six NBA titles. Last
season was the first time in his 17
year career that Pippen has missed
the playoffs. He was a two-time
gold medalist in the Olympics
and was voted in as a member of
the 50 greatest players of all time.
• The New England Patriots
extended their NFL winning
streak to 18 by beating the Buffalo
Bills 31-17. The streak, which has
lasted 53 weeks, dates back to last
season. A win this weekend will
allow the Super Bowl Champions
to claim the record for consecutive wins.
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Senior Browne
Purnell hopes to build on
contributes to
Tigers' fast start '04 Olympic experiences
Experienced forward leads
team in goals through first
nine games of2004.

years as a Tiger. After red shirting in 2003, Browne has picked
up right where she left off in
2004. She leads the team in scoring with five goals and one assist
GERRAD BRUCE
in the first nine games, including
two goals in the Tigers' 8-0 rout
Staff Writer
of East Carolina on September
With the recent success of the 9th.
US Women's National Team,
Browne's goal celebrations are
America's interest in women's a little more subdued than the
soccer has reached its peak over ones seen on TV. "We don't do
the last few years. This craze big individual celebrations," she
_^^^^^^^^ has also hit said. "Sometimes the team will
I the Clemson get together before the game and
I campus with we'll decide on a team celebraI the early sea- tion to do."
I son accomAlthough Browne had high
g plishments expectations for the season, even
^Mk
of the Lady she couldn't have predicted how
Tiger soccer fast the Tigers would come out of
team.
The the gates. "I expected us to do
Tigers jumped really well because we have a lot
out to a 5-0 of talent on the team, not just the
Lindsay Browne start ar*d a starters, we have a lot of talent on
number four the bench as well. I was a little
national ranking, including wins surprised at the 5-0 start, and that
over fourth-ranked Texas and was really exciting," she said.
After that big start, the Tigers
fifth-ranked Texas A&M. One
of the main reasons for the quick have dropped three of their last
start has been the play of senior four and have seen their ranking
drop to nineteenth. "It taught us
forward Lindsay Browne.
Browne is a native of that we're not going to be given
Encinitis, Calif, where she was wins," Lindsay explains, "we are
an All-American at La Costa going to have to work for them."
As for life after college,
High School. "I chose Clemson
because I love the college atmo- Lindsay has looked into continusphere. I met the team and they ing her career overseas. She is
were great, and I really love the also a fan of the US women's
school's emphasis on athletics," team that recently won the gold
she said on her decision to come medal at the 2004 Olympics.
"I'm a fan of the veterans on the
to Clemson.
Browne saw success early in team like Mia Hamm, but I also
her Clemson career. She was get inspiration from some of the
named ACC Freshman of the younger players like Lindsay
Year in 2000 and was a member Tarplay and Abby Wambach that
of the All-ACC team her first two I've played against in college."

lLfli

On the Friday night before
the Utah State football
game, the Clemson
men's and women's basketball
teams will be taking it to the
streets. Literally.
In a move that is aimed to
gain national recognition for
Clemson's basketball programs,
and more importantly generate
excitement for the teams, the
athletic department is doing a
one of a kind event.
A half-court sportcourt will
be laid out right outside of Tiger
Town Tavern, and
the nights activites
will consist of all
sorts of entertainment and giveaways.
Many other programs around the \_ *g
country do similar
events, but Clemson is coining a
completely new way to kick off
their seasons.
While basketball season may
be a long way off, Tiger fans
need to keep it in the back of
their minds. A lot of change
is forthcoming from the atmosphere in Littlejohn Coliseum to
the resurgence of the Clemson's
men's program.
We also can't forget about Jim
Davis' women's team, who have
been to the NCAA Tournament
seventeen of the last eighteen
seasons.
The IPTAY Collegiate Club
has teamed up with Central
Spirit in an effort to promote
Solid Orange around campus.
You may have noticed members of these groups giving out
free stuff to students dressed in
orange on Fridays.
The Athletic Department has
hired IMG, a prominent marketing firm, to provide insight

on ways to promote spirit at
basketball games. Everything
from student seating to halftime
shows will change this season.
The students will once again
be on the floor for the games in
Littlejohn.
What most students don't
realize is that our basketball
venue was once one of the most
intimidating in the country. NBA
superstar Stephon Marbury,
a former Georgia Tech hoopster, once said that Littlejohn
Coliseum was the loudest place
that he had ever
played in. Back
CHASE in the days when
Barnes
ELDRIDGE Rick
here,
Sports Editor coached
Clemson competed with anyone in Littlejohn
Coliseum.
And that excitement can
return. But not without the
support of the students. Out of
the 14,000 students eligible for
football tickets, roughly 11,000
attend home football games.
That is just a staggering statistic.
If only half of that number attend basketball games,
Clemson basketball will have
a significant homecourt advantage this season.
The excitement that is needed
to have this kind of home-court
advantage will be kicked off
next Friday night, October 15,
in downtown Clemson. Come
out and support your Clemson
basketball teams in what should
be one of the most exciting
events in Clemson University's
illustrious athletic history.
Chase Bdridge is a senior in management. E-mM comments to
sports@TheTigerNews.com.

Clemson men's basketball
coach was assistantfor
Team USA in Greece.
MIKE GILL
Staff Writer

Clemson men's basketball coach
Oliver Purnell lived a basketball
coach's dream this past summer. He,
along with North Carolina head coach
Roy Williams and San Antonio Spurs
coach Gregg Popovich assisted Larry
Brown in coaching the 2004 edition
of the dream team.
With Williams, Popovich, and
Brown, Purnell was coaching alongside arguably three of the best basketball coaches in the world. Purnell
remarked about the chance to coach
with such greats, "I learned so much
from them. It has made me a different coach and hopefully a better
coach."
While the United States team
obviously didn't live up to its lofty
expectations, Purnell sees much of
the criticism as unjustified. "A lot
of the criticism is unfathomed. We
were what we were. We didn't have
a lot of outside shooting, a true point
guard or a backup center. Yet this
team battled and battled and got a
bronze medal and they should be
saluted for that especially at this time
in our history."
The team was widely criticized by
the media for soft play and apparent selfishness. However, in talking
to Purnell it is easy to see that the
media's attack on the team is unwarranted. Instead of criticizing the
younger players on the team, Purnell
feels they should be applauded for
doing the best they could to represent their country. "I'm very proud
of these young guys who went.. .they
went to represent their country and
they got better."
With NBA All-Stars such as Tracy
McGrady and Jason Kidd pulling out
of the Olympics only to be replaced

with younger less experienced players at the last minute, it calls the
system for picking the team into
question. Inviting a small group of
players to compete on the squad
leaves the possibility open for people
to reject the invitation, back out
before the games, or possibly even
injure themselves.
PurnelPs feeling is that the system needs to change. "You have to
change the process. The key is to
come up with a system that gives
you a maximum amount of flexibility." Whether a new system includes
a tryout or more players included on
the roster, look for changes to be
made by 2008.
With Midnight Hoops on College
Avenue only seven days away, Coach
Purnell and his staff are eagerly
awaiting the start of the 2004 season.
Purnell's job to rebuild the Tigers is
one of the hardest in the ACC.
With national powers Wake Forest

Georgia Tech, Duke and UNC looking as strong as ever this season, the
Tigers may be hard pressed to break
into the upper half of the league.
However, Purnell is excited about
what he saw last year and what he
expects from his team in the upcoming season. "We've got five or six
returning players. They had some
big wins and bought into what we're
trying to do."
Combining with those five or six
returning players is one of the finest
recruiting classes in recent Clemson
memory. Purnell is hoping for big
things from his outstanding class.
"I anticipate and hope that three or
four of those guys will mesh and
contribute right off the bat." If that
can happen, there is no telling how
much the Tigers can improve this
season. One thing for sure is that the
Clemson basketball program is in
good hands under the leadership of
Oliver Purnell.

JUSTIN HQSSNER siall

GLAD TO BE HOME: Clemson head basketball coach Oliver Purnell returned
to Tigertown in August after coaching in the 2004 Athens Olympics.
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Volleyball team Falcons stifle Panthers 27-10
splits weekend
Lady Tigers lose to Virginia
Tech in straight sets, but
rebound against Furman.
HOKE HILL

Staff Writer
The Clemson Volleyball team
split a pair of road games this week
against Virginia Tech and Furman,
bringing their record to 9-7 overall
and 1-3 in the ACC. The Tigers
traveled to Blacksburg, Va., last
Friday, for an ACC conference
match in which Virginia Tech (86, 3-0) played extremely well and
the Lady Tigers played below their
potential.
The Hokies defeated the Tigers
in three straight sets. "Virginia
Tech played really well and we
didn't play as well," head coach
Jolene Hoover said. "We're working on some things this week."
Leslie Finn led Clemson offensively with 15 kills and Lori Ashton
and Brittany Ross added seven kills
each. Ashton also contributed on
defense with five blocks, leading
the team.
Also playing well offensively
were Courtney Lawrence, with
21 assists, and Sue Eckman, who
had three aces in the match. On

defense, Finn and Anna Vallinch
led with ten digs each. Overall,
the Hokies dominated the Tigers
in hitting percentage on the match,
.203 to .079.
After a disappointing loss at
Virginia Tech, the Tigers rebounded
with a convincing three-set victory
at Furman (7-9) on Tuesday night.
Finn was again a big player in
the game, recording 18 kills in the
match and surpassing the 1,500
kills mark for her career, only the
fifth Tiger to do so.
Ashton was also strong on
offense with a .560 hitting percentage, making only three errors
against her 17 kills. Defensively,
Vallinch had 15 digs to lead the
Clemson backcourt and Meg
Steiner had three blocks at the net
for the Tigers.
The sloppy play of Furman
helped the Tigers dominate, capitalizing on eight attack errors and
three service errors committed by
the Paladins in the second game.
The Tigers have two more
games on the road against ACC
opponents this week; they will be
at Duke today and at Wake Forest
tomorrow. Their next home game
will be next Friday, Oct. 15, at
7 p.m. against the University of
Maryland.

Defending NFC Champs
struggle against up-andcoming Atlanta team.
CHASE ELDRIDGE

Sports Editor
For anyone who watched
Sunday's Falcons-Panthers game,
it is clear that these two teams are
about to become serious rivals. The
Falcons impressed all afternoon,
particularly on the defensive side
of the ball, and ultimately chalked
up a 27-10 win.
Falcons quarterback Michael
Vick showed some emotion and
nearly cause an all-out brawl in
the third quarter, as he got in the
face of a Panthers defender after
a big hit.
A 35-yard interception return for
a touchdown by Falcons defensive
back Kevin Mathis in the early
part of the fourth quarter put the
Falcons up 20-10.
Carolina trailed just 13-10 at the
end of the third quarter, but were
unable to rally in the fourth to
come back.
Falcons head coach Jim Mora
Jr. in his first year at the helm of
the Falcons team has looked nothing short of spectacular. They are
playing with a lot of chemistry and
emotion, and are well on their way
to a playoff berth.
The 1-2 Panthers will look to

He Oftt $autt»tt{j gftoppt NASCAR
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And Set One Free!

Come and enjoy the great
food and friendly service
that have made us a
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Ye Olde Sandwich Shoppe
12 N. Townville St.
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FROM PAGE Bl
and Top 10 and highest earnings on
the year is not number one in the
standings?
This system seems like the calculation of mystical proportions,
like computing an NFL quarterback
rating or baseball's defensive efficiency. Despite any of these bizarre
statistics, however, no baseball team
was ever given a run solely on their
slugging percentage and no football
team ever had a field goal taken from
them because their kicker made an
idiotic comment.
"The winner of the Nextel Cup

REX BROWN/contribuling photographer

GETTING IT DUNN: Falcon running back Warrick Dunn breaks away from
the Carolina defense in last Sundays 27-10 win.
regain their 2003 form this Sunday mope. Last season, no one expectagainst Denver. Atlanta hopes to ed them to continue winning, but
remain undefeated this week as they found a way. And with running back Stephen Davis ready
they host the 2-1 Detroit Lions.
Most older NFL fans grew to return, the Panthers should be
up rooting for the Washington at the worst a wild card team this
Redskins, who for a long time were season.
For the Falcons, who look to
the team to cheer for in the South.
But with the Panthers coming to have reached the level of maturity
the Carolinas in 1995, and the and cohesiveness necessary for a
Falcons being in nearby Atlanta, winning football program, the sky
an obvious rivalry is beginning to is the limit.
take shape.
Look for this series to become an
Panthers fans have no reason to epic battle for the NFC South title.

should be decided on the track,"
Jason Howison, a huge NASCAR
fan from Cincinnati, Ohio said.
"Taking points away because of offthe track infractions detracts from an
otherwise great race season."
Eric Scott Moore, a senior from
Ninety Six, S.C, agreed. "Athletes
curse in football and basketball all
the time, but they don't lose any
points on the board from it," he said.
"A larger fine makes sense, not a
blanket punishment that effects the
outcome of an entire season's worth
of work by Dale Junior's team."

Billy Leahy, a freshman from
Atlanta, GA said it best. "I don't care
about the points or the penalties or
the appeal, at the end of the season
everyone knows that the Nextel Cup
should go to the man with the most
wins and most Top 10s." he pointed
out. "That's who I'm going to be
cheering for."
This Sunday, the Nextel Cup
drivers will be at Kansas Speedway
in Kansas City for the Banquet 400
presented by ConAgra Foods. The
green flag is scheduled to drop at
1:30 p.m.

N. 1st Street

N. Townvtlle St.

OCTOBER IS RELATIONSHIP
VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

Hwy. 123

100 menu items!!
Saturday Special
$.25 Wings!
(no coupon necessary)

Directions: From Clemson take 123 to

Seneca. Turn left at Ingles. We're on
the left hand corner at the 4th
stoplight.

\ habitat

For

<G
^

Abuse is using violence or the threat of violence to
control someone. It can be physical violence against you,
your children, or those you care about. It can be threats,
intimidation, put-downs or insults. It can be the
destruction of your property. Abuse Is about power and
control.
You may be in an abusive relationship ifi
1. You are afraid of your partner's temper.
2. You give in because you are afraid of your partner's
anger.
3. You apologize to yourself and others for your
partner's behavior.

°*»8 flouse o^°
(Sign up online at www.clemson.edu/~habitat
Must sign up beforehand
October 601 - October 17th
Come and be a part of this great service
to the Clemson community
and great Clemson tradition!

Your partneri
1. Is very different at home than in public
2. Always needs to know where you are.
3. Discourages or forbids your relationships with family
or friends.
4. Physically or emotionally hurts or threatens to hurt
you or those you care about.
5. Always tells you that it's your fault.

For emergencies, call 911, the campus police at
656-2222, or the National Sexual Assault Hotline
at 1-800-656-HOPE
Everyone deserves to be safe.
No one deserves to be beaten, raped, or threatened.
There are lawa to protect YOU. and we can help.
Contact Redfern Health Center at 656-0141.
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Heisman's legacy lives
on in college football

Legendary coach headed
Clemson s program from
1900 to 1903.
ROY WELSH

Staff Writer
Clemson football has been led
by several great coaches over its
colorful history. Frank Howard,
Clemson's head coach from 19401969, remains the most famous
name in Clemson football lore;
some would
consider
him to be
Clemson's
greatest
coach of all
time. Many
Clemson
fans
consider Danny
Ford to be
the
greatest
coach
John Heisman in Clemson
football history. Ford won 96 games in just
over 11 seasons with the Tigers and
guided Clemson to a national championship in 1981.
Few will contest that the 1980s
were Clemson football's most successful decade in history, and Tiger
football has struggled to get back to
that level ever since the early 1990s.
But in terms of pure domination, no
Clemson coach has ever matched
the legendary John Heisman in
terms of success.
John Heisman, the man for whom
college football's most prestigious award is named, coached at
Clemson from 1900 to 1903. During
his time with the Tigers, Heisman
established Clemson as a Southern
football power. "At Clemson, we
have a style of football played
radically different from anything on

earth," Heisman said in 1903. "Its trip to Atlanta for the 1902
notoriety and the fear and admira- Clemson-Georgia Tech clash. While
tion of it has spread throughout the Clemson's players stayed in Lula,
length of the entire Southern world Ga., the night before the game,
of football." Heisman backed up his Heisman sent some folks down to
proudly spoken
Atlanta with the
words during
,^^^_^^__ team's equipment,
his four seasons
leading Tech fans
at Clemson. He •6 At Clemson, we have
to believe these
had a 19-3-2 a style of football played
young men were
record and led
indeed Clemson
the 1900 Tigers radically different from
players. Heisman
to an undefeat- anything on earth. Its
told them to go
ed record, the
out on the town
notoriety
and
the
fear
first in school
and carouse and
and admiration of it
history.
have a good time.
Perhaps his has spread throughout
Upon seeing who
most impresthey believed to be
sive
accom- the length of the entire
Clemson players,
plishment
at Southern world of
Tech supporters
Clemson was football. }}
took every chance
leading
the
to buy these young
Tigers to a 73-0
men plenty of
JOHN HEISMAN
victory against
drinks in order
Former Clemson Head Coach to wear them out
Georgia Tech in
Atlanta in 1903.
before the game.
It has been more than a century since The rested Tigers came out the next
the throttling in Atlanta and the day and surprised Georgia Tech,
Tigers have never beaten the Yellow whipping the Yellow Jackets 44-5.
Jackets as badly. Unfortunately, the
While Heisman's legacy at
folks on the Flats liked what they Clemson was significant, he had the
saw out of Heisman and hired him most successful run of his coaching
as Georgia Tech's head coach before career at Georgia Tech. He coached
the 1904 season.
at Tech from 1904 through 1919
More than anything, Heisman and had a number of astounding
was known as one of the great inno- accomplishments in Atlanta. The
vators of college football, and was Yellow Jackets went unbeaten durthe man who devised the forward ing the 1915-1917 seasons, going
pass. "It availed little to case (scout) 26 consecutive games without a
one of his games, for he rarely used loss. Heisman's 1916 team made
the same trick twice," said C.R. college football history when they
Williams, Heisman's successor at beat Cumberland by a score of 222Clemson. Heisman is also credited 0, the most lopsided victory in colfor inventing the center snap, the lege football history. In the modern
handoff, the double lateral and era of football, it is safe to say that
the flea flicker. Before Heisman's 222 points in a game is a mark that
invention of the center snap, the will never again be approached,
center rolled the ball back to the much less broken.
quarterback to begin each new play.
Some information for this article
Heisman's cleverness was par- was taken from Death Valley Days
ticularly evident during Clemson's by Bob Bradley.

$1,000
Second Prize

$1,500
first prize
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Swimming
teams host
double meet
College of Charleston
and Duke are scheduled
opponents for tomorrow.
ASHLEY WASHINGTON

Staff Writer
Clemson's swimming and diving team will compete in their
second meet of the season this
weekend when they host College
of Charleston and Duke. The
Tigers opened the season two
weeks ago with a heartbreaking
loss to ACC opponent Florida
State.
This weekend will be the
opening meet for both the
Cougars and the Blue Devils.
Tiger leaders hope to regain the
rapport that helped them finish
strong last season for the first
home meet of the season.
Tommy Rappold returns this
weekend in hopes of clinching
wins in the 100 fly and 100 back
as he did against the Seminoles.
At
last
season's
ACC
Championships,
Rappold
posted the second fastest time
in Clemson history with 49.38
seconds in the 100 back. He
looks to improve his record
this weekend against ACC
opponent Duke. The College
of Charleston Cougars are well
aware of Rappold's capabilities
as he was a member of the 400m
medley team that handed them an
upset loss last season.
Senior Buddy Reed opened the
2004 season with a win in the
200m free. This win comes after
Reed entered Clemson's all-time
top 10 list last season at the ACC

Championships when he posted a
time of 1:39.68 in the 200 free.
Jordan Raynovich began his
2004 season for the Tigers by
winning the 200 IM against the
Seminoles. Last year, in just
his second season as a Tiger,
Raynovich clinched seventh
place in school history in the 200
IM at the 2003 Nike Cup.
Clemson will be depending
on these three men to bring the
leadership required to have a
successful season. .
On the women's side, Kim
Routh brought three wins for
the Tigers during their first
meet. While participating at
the Olympic Trials during the
summer, Routh competed in
the 200m free and opened the
season with a win in that race
over the Seminoles. Routh took
a second place finish in the 200m
free in last season's Nike Cup
in addition to representing the
Lady Tigers at the NCAA 2004
Women's Championships placing
15th overall in the 1500 free.
This weekend's match will be
the opener for both the Duke
Blue Devils and the College of
Charleston. Therefore, the two
teams will be looking to gain
experience for their younger
athletes, and may not use all
of the athletes who will make
up the squads that they use at
the conclusion of the season on
Saturday.
College of Charleston traveled
to Durham, N.C., last season
only to receive a loss at the hands
of Duke. The Cougars hope to
have a better start to their season
this weekend when they compete
against these two ACC teams.

$500
Third Prize

e Robert J. Rutland Center for Ethics
■a

Announces the 4th Annual

J.T. Barton, Jr. Ethics Essay Scholarship Competition
Open to all Clemson University undergraduate students
"What sorts of actions are justified in the ^on^tofthe war on terror?
HTftV JLmmmmmtt i

You might choose to focus on one of these:
•

Torture/interrogation of enemy prisoners

• Invasion of sovereign nations

B4

»

mat

The J.T. Barton Jr. Ethics Essay Competition is linked to the
Presidential Colloquium and summer reading program. The
Colloquium topic this year is "Patriotism, Politics, Protest."

• Indefinite imprisonment without trial or access to an attorney
. Protests and/or public questioning of current policy (by, for example, lawmakers)

The deadline for submissions is 4:30 PM Friday, December 10, 2004.
Bring submissions to the Department of Philosophy and Religion, 126 Hardin Hall
Please view Instructions/Resource materials are available at the Rutland Center website
hrtp://www.clemson.edu/caah/rutland/barton0405.html
For additional information send email queries to RutlandCenter(a)Clemson. edu
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Maryland upends Lady Tigers Hofstra
takes
tourney

The first half of the game was a
standstill. The ball changed possession and went back and forth
with neither team able to capitalize. Through the end of the first
half, each team managed only one
DANIEL TAYLOR
shot on goal.
Staff Writer
The stalemate changed durSaturday, Maryland forward ing the second half. In only
Kimmy Francis scored the sole the second start of her young
goal of the game and handed the career, Maryland freshman Stevie
Lady Tiger soccer team their first Dunning set up a nice pass to
home loss of the season before a Kimmy Francis. Francis seized
crowd of 1,234.
the opportuniThe win marked ^____^^^ ____^_^^_ ty, faked a shot
Maryland's fifth
on the goal
in a row over 641 am disappointed
and tapped in
Clemson
and in the loss tonight. Give
the ball at the
propelled their
54:36 mark.
credit to Maryland; they
record to 5-3-1.
The goal was
Clemson's record keep finding ways to beat
the
junior's
fell to 2-2 in the
third on the
conference and
year and 16th
7-4 overall.
in her career,
TODD BRAMBLE
Maryland head
Clemson women's soccer head coach placing her at
coach Shannon
10th all time
Higgins-Cirovski
in Maryland's
stated,
"This
history.
was a total team effort tonight.
With a 1-0 deficit and not much
We had a good game plan and we time left, the Lady Tigers needed
really executed it well. I'm proud to score quickly, and they turned
of the way we played against a up the pressure on the Terrapin
good Clemson team. Hopefully defense. Clemson was much more
we can take this and build some successful, outshooting Maryland
momentum through the rest of the 17-4 in the second half. Kelly
season."
This was Maryland's Schneider led the Tigers with
first ACC victory in three tries.
three shots on goal. However, the

Women s soccer team next
plays host to perennial
champions North Carolina.

Maryland defense responded well
and would not allow Clemson
to tie up the game. Maryland's
goalkeeper Nikki Resnick accumulated six saves by the end of
the night. Clemson leading scorer
for the year, Lindsay Browne (6),
did not take a shot all night.
Clemson head coach Todd
Bramble said after the game,
"I am disappointed in the loss
tonight. Give credit to Maryland;
they keep finding ways to beat
us." Nine of the last 11 matches
with Maryland have been decided
by one goal. Bramble continued, "I thought in the first half
we were missing something, but
I could not put my finger on it.
This was a tough loss and it was
an opportunity for us to keep our
momentum and to progress in the
ACC standings. As a team we are
extremely frustrated. We simply
cannot put together good halves
in the same game."
Tomorrow night at 7, Clemson
will play the North Carolina
Tarheels at Riggs Field. Even
non-soccer fans can appreciate
the accomplishments and endless
strings of national championships won by North Carolina in
women's soccer.
The Tarheels are 10-0-1 on the
season and undefeated after three
ACC games. Not only have the

Tigers beat Virginia Tech,
but finish fourth in the
Clemson Invitational.
CARISSA DONGES
Staff Writer

DIA ZASEROPULOUS Jan

BLOCK: Lady Tiger Kate Clifton
stands behind a UMD player.
won, they have looked unstoppable. In their 11 games, the Heels
have only allowed six goals while
scoring 32 of their own.
This will be Clemson's biggest
soccer game of the regular season.
A win would be momentous for
the Lady Tigers if they can find
a way to take down the giant.
With no football game tomorrow,
the clash between the Tigers and
the Tarheels is the best game in
town.

Hotline: 864.6^6.
www.clemsonmajorevents
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TICKETS ON SALB AT CmT.COm
ALL TKKETNASTER OUTLETS AND THE LITTLEJOHN COLISEUM BOX OFFICE

November 28,2004 at Liftfejohn Coliseum
Doors at 6:30. Show at 8:00
VT3
MOORC

CU Students
On Sale Oct. 8
Tickets $22430
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AH Others
On Sale Oct. 9
Tickets $27435
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This past Friday marked the kickoff of a soccer tournament of 4 teams
from across the east coast competing for the Clemson Invitational
title. Riggs Field hosted teams from
Hofstra University, Coastal Carolina,
and Virginia Tech. On Friday, the
Clemson Men's Soccer team went
head to head with ACC opponent
Virginia Tech and came out with a
1-0 win.
The only goal of the game was
shot by freshman Mark Busholz midway into the second half. Busholz
scored due to a failed attempt at goal
by James Georgeff when the ball
rebounded off the right goal post.
Justin Moore assisted the ball to
Georgeff, and Busholz followed up
for a game winning rebound shot.
This game had added significance
to the Tiger team, as Virginia Tech
knocked Clemson out of the NCAA
tournament last season. The Hokies
took the Tigers down after a close
game in penalty kicks following
a 3-3 tie game. The victory over
Virginia Tech in the Invitational
gave Clemson revenge for last year's
frustration, as well as improved their
overall record to 6-2 with a 2-1
record in the ACC.
Although only one goal was scored
on Friday, the Clemson Tigers looked
promising going into Sunday's game
against the Hofstra Pride. The north/
south match-up proved to be disappointing as the Pride shut out the
Tigers by a score of 3-0.
The first goal of the game was
headed into the right corner of the
goal by Gerd Schuster after Mathew
Telling made an indirect kick into
the box. Only a few minutes into
the second half, goal two was
added by Jason Gates. Constantinos
Christoudias and Schuster assisted
on the goal. The final blow of the
match came from Paula Walters with
7:41 left in the game after an assist
from Michael Hermann. Each goal
was the first of the season for the
scorer.
The Tigers seemed unorganized
and distracted by their own attitudes.
As Sunday's game unraveled, a few
of the Clemson players seemed to be
losing composure as Hofstra gained
control of the field. Frequent trash
talking became evident to many of
the spectators watching the match.
After more than a handful of unorganized passes and weak attempts at
goal, the game began to look hopeless for the Tigers. The loss dropped
the Tigers into last place to wrap up
the Clemson Invitational.
The other results of the weekend's
games included a blow to the Pride
with a 3-2 loss to Coastal Carolina,
and a 2-0 Virginia Tech victory over
the Chanticleers. Although every
team finished the weekend with a
1-1 record, Hofstra scored the coveted spot of No. 1 for the Clemson
Invitational due to the most goals
scored. Virginia Tech took second
with Coastal Carolina in third.
Two Clemson players were chosen as all-stars for the tournament.
The Tigers' all-star medalists were
defensive players Landy Mattison
and Bradley Gibson.
"I thought that we began the
Clemson invitational strong with a
win over V Tech," Mattison said.
"Unfortunately we did not come to
play on Sunday against Hofstra. We
should have won that game, and by
losing to Hofstra it makes the award
not mean much."
The Tigers will have a chance to
redeem themselves after this disappointing weekend on Sunday against
rivals South Carolina in Columbia at
2 p.m.

OCTOBER

SECTION C

8, 2004

THE TIGER ■

PAGECI

[STAFF EDITORIAL]

Clemson should crack down on alcohol
Newsflash: Clemson has a drinking problem. Shocking, ha? Well, that's the way
people tend to respond oftentimes when
they hear about issues of alcohol consumption on a college campus. That's just the way
things are, they say, don't worry about it.
It's time for administrators, faculty and
students to get serious about a problem that
has negative repercussions far beyond what
most people initially realize.
This is not a column that is trying to argue
that alcohol is evil or something like that.
However, at least one study from last year
reports 64 percent of Clemson students had
been binge (or high-risk) drinking in the two
weeks before the survey date. Binge drinking is never a good idea for anybody, and the
way it's spreading across campus is alarming.
First of all, to point out the obvious, binge
drinking often has harmful effects on the
health of the drinker. If someone just sits at
home and binges, he still may be in trouble.
If health is not the issue, his academic
standing may suffer also, which hurts his fellow students. One flunking student may not
impact the University's reputation, but when
they start adding up, the value of a Clemson
degree starts going down just as quickly. That
should be a concern to Clemson students.
Next, in case some haven't realized it yet,
64 percent of Clemson's student body is not
21 years old or older. Whether one approves
of the drinking age or not, that's a whole lot
of illegal activity going on to begin with. And
that leaves out the possibility (certainly this
would never happen) of one of those binge
drinkers getting upset and acting violently or
getting behind the wheel of a car.
The University community must face up

^
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to this problem and be serious about finding
solutions, even if they are not complete solutions. The administration, to their credit, has
stepped up and taken action as seen by the email from President Barker that addressed the
results of these surveys before most people
had seen them. In addition, enforcement of
alcohol policies on campus and on the roads
seems to be stricter already this year, which
is a good sign and must continue to increase.
The Alcohol Task Force is a great idea and
is uniting people from across the University
and community, but this sort of problem will
require more action than a task force can

provide. Simple education is not the answer
either. While letting students know the dangers of alcohol might be helpful at times, college students for the most part have heard the
facts and still choose to binge drink. There
has to be more done to counteract these
ideas. What else might make some headway
on this problem? Here are a few ideas.
Drink limits could be imposed at least on
campus if not in nearby areas. It's a privilege,
not a right, to have an on-campus bar, and
most binge drinking doesn't occur there anyway. However, this would show that people
are serious about the problem.

Also, the consequences need to be more
severe than they currently are. Local police
can help crack down, and judicial services
can be stricter on the punishments they hand
down for underage drinking on campus.
Thirdly, while the cops pay more attention
to drunk drivers on the roads, RAs need to
be just as observant in the dorms. Too many
RAs are willing to turn a blind eye to save
their own time and gain the friendship of
their residents, but a real friend would look
out for the dangers presented here.
Finally, the University and surrounding
community could offer more late-night activities — late as in 2 a.m. The task force has
already started this, but more movies, frisbee
golf tournaments on campus, anything to
give students exciting activities late at night
would make a dent in the binge drinking.
Even if all these ideas and others were
implemented, students would still be responsible for making individual choices that
impact themselves and others more than they
sometimes think. Clemson has a chance to
move toward being a top 20 quality school
(on the charts or not). It also has the chance
to rank with the top 20 party schools. Given
this choice, students should choose the first.
Alcohol-related deaths have hit schools
from Colorado to North Carolina already this
year. Clemson students should learn from
others around them before they are faced
with the daunting prospect of learning firsthand about the dangers of this problem.
The opinions expressed in this editorial are written by
the opinions editor and represent the majority opinion
of The Tiger editorial board. In representing the
majority view, the staff editorials may not represent
the individual view of any particular member.

COMMENTARY

44 speaking Ollt 99
What one change would most help the problem of
binge drinking at Clemson?
"Some kind of association
that brings alcohol and
drinking problems to the
students ... It could bring
fun as well as understanding."

"People just need to try
and be somewhat responsible while intoxicated.
It's fun and all, but when
somebody winds up in the
ER, that's not too cool."

Endrias Zewde

David Riegel

graphic communications
graduate student

engineering
freshman

"I don't think there's any
one change that can be
made which will prevent
students from binge drinking."

"... If one encounters an
unbearably unpleasant experience with it, he might
be swayed to stop."

Meghan Zealy

sociology
freshman

Fran Exley

sociology
sophomore

"People are always going
to find a way to party and
drink even if more strict
regulations are made and
enforced."
Virginia Hutchens

veterinary science
freshman

"Educate the students
about the disadvantages of
alcoholism."
Ermias Zewde

graphic communications
graduate student

X-Prize launches space race
Amid the presidential debates, the
beginning of the baseball playoffs and a volcanic eruption in
Washington, the awarding of the Ansari
X-Prize to Mojave Aerospace Ventures
is easy news to overlook. After all, who
really cares about sending one man into
suborbital flight? We did that back in
the early '60s, remember? Well, this
time it's different. By proving that a
private company can cheaply and safely
send people into space,
the X-Prize competition
has opened the door to
cheap, efficient and
widely available commercial space flight.
According to its Web
site, "The Ansari XPrize is a $10,000,000
prize to jumpstart
the space tourism industry through
competition among the most talented
entrepreneurs and rocket experts in the
world." The prize went to the first private company that could build a spacecraft and use it to send people into
space twice in two weeks. Tuesday,
Mojave Aerospace Ventures, a company financed in part by Microsoft's
Paul Allen, won the X-Prize by sending SpaceShipOne 67 miles into space
for the second time in five days.
The X-Prize is modeled after competitions held in the early 20th century
that stimulated aviation innovation and
led to our $250 billion airline industry. The prize draws inspiration from
a competition that inspired Charles
Lindbergh to fly solo across the
Atlantic. It has proven so successful
that the foundation has announced the
formation of an annual X-Prize Cup to
continue to promote innovation.
The awarding of the X-Prize marks
a turning point in the evolution of
space travel. It offers the first real
potential challenge to NASA's monopoly on spaceflight and opens the door
to entrepreneurship and innovation.
For the last 60 years, if you wanted
to get something into space, you had
to go through NASA (or Russia, but
its capabilities are limited). Due to
time, weather and funding, NASA
can launch only so many shuttles and
satellites a year. NASA is also ham:
stringed by bureaucracy — it must beg

for funding, and its every move is
scrutinized by government panels.
Soon people will have a choice.
NASA hasn't created a new
platform in 20 years, but in the 10
years since the X-Prize competition
began, over 20 companies created
plans and nearly a dozen made significant progress testing them. The
winning design, SpaceShipOne,
was built and tested in only three
years. Future competitions and market
demands will lead
to the development of different
spacecraft systems
capable of anything
from launching
probes to generating
power to transportation. Already a British mogul has
licensed Mojave Aerospace to build
a second spacecraft to carry tourists
into space in the next five years.
The awarding of the X-Prize
doesn't mean NASA has to shut
down, but it does offer NASA an
opportunity to reevaluate what
its mission should be. The current manned space program could
largely be turned over to the private
sector. Probes and satellites could
also be taken care of independently.
Since NASA has put so much time
and money into the International
Space Station, it could instead turn
the bulk of its focus toward building, maintaining and expanding the
station to create the infrastructure
for private space travel. Space
exploration could be transformed
from a slow-moving government
apparatus into a responsive, privately driven service.
Gordon Cooper, an original
Mercury astronaut, died the day
SpaceShipOne won the X-Prize.
Perhaps his death signals a passing of the torch. Men like Cooper
showed spaceflight was possible,
and now men like Brian Binnie, a
civilian pilot of SpaceShipOne, are
showing it is practical.
Brian Eyink is a junior majoring in
economics. E-mail comments to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.
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Stealing is still wrong!
Please tell me you do not agree
with columnist Hamilton Parks!
He asserts he has the right to steal
bricks and treat Parking Services
employees with disrespect because
he has "paid for it." Please tell me
you believe stealing is still a crime.
Please tell me that endangering fellow students, faculty, employees,
alumni and visitors is unacceptable.
Please tell me that adding to an
existing problem does not make it
OK. Please tell me that it is still
wrong to teach younger Americans
that it is OK to destroy properly of
any kind. Please tell me that you
believe $900 in parking tickets
does not give you any right(s) other
than the right to keep your vehicle
off campus. Please tell me that this
is not the real Clemson! PLEASE,
CLEMSON. PLEASE.
Trent Allen
Clemson, S.C.
Athletic Director clarifies
implications of Title IX
This is a response to Damon
Andrews' well-written opinion
article that appeared in The Tiger
Sept. 24. After visiting with a
concerned student-athlete, I felt,
because of the importance of Title
IX, clarification was necessary on
some issues raised in the opinion.
To begin, please know Title IX
is a good law. Without it, women
would not enjoy the opportunity
that is now available to them. As
with all civil rights legislation, the
purpose is to provide opportunity
where, heretofore, such opportunity was not available or denied.
Title IX is built upon sound public
policy intended to eliminate discrimination based upon sex.
I agree with Mr. Andrews'
observation that there are many
outstanding and deserving athletes
in all sports. However, that is not
to say athletic departments must
or can offer sports simply because
they are worthy. There are limitations that athletic departments, such
as Clemson's, must operate under
— specifically, whenever the athletic department is primarily financially self-supporting, you must
balance budgets and be fiscally
sound. The primary source of all
athletic revenue, which supports the
total sports program, comes either
directly or indirectly from football
and men's basketball. Therefore,
limitations on sports offerings must
be made on a sound fiscal basis and
not solely because of Title IX considerations.
The NCAA, while promoting
gender equity, does not enforce
Title IX. Title IX is an institutional
issue, subject to enforcement by the
Office of Civil Rights. OCR is the
agency charged by Congress with
administrative oversight for Title
IX compliance.
Mr. Andrews' analysis about
the parallel between Title IX and
civil rights legislation is correct.
In fact, Title IX of the Education
Amendments Act of 1974 is specifically modeled after Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The
only difference between the two
titles is the insertion of the word
"sex" in Title IX as contrasted with
the word "race" in Title VI. All
other wording is exactly the same
between these two enactments. It is
correct, therefore, that remediation
for opportunity may be needed to
offset past discrimination or notions
based on sex. And, the courts have
consistently supported this policy
whenever reverse discrimination
arguments have been made through
the years.
There are three tests to determine
whether an athletic department is
in compliance with Title IX: 1)
Whether there is a continuing history of program development for
the underrepresented sex, or 2)
Whether the institution adequately
serves the interest and abilities of
the underrepresented sex, or 3)
There is proportionality between
male and female athletes relative
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'Bricks' column causes campus chaos
to the ratio of male and female
students in the undergraduate population.
You do not have to use proportionality to comply with Title
IX, although most programs use
this test because of the "slippery slope" the other two tests
present. Proportionality does not
require equal expenditure of funds
— however, funding needs to
be sufficient in order to provide
meaningful participation for the
individuals involved. This would
include opportunity to receive
quality coaching, supplies, equipment, travel, financial aid, medical/
training services, etc.
In closing, Mr. Andrews' opinion was very well written and his
points are well made. Nevertheless,
his broad sweep of Title IX does
contain some discrepancies regarding the NCAA's role, funding and
the culpability of Title IX in not
providing some offerings for men's
sports. Athletic departments cannot
be "all things to all people" just as
is the case with academic offerings.
There are priorities that must be
made. The priority in the athletic
department is to provide opportunity for both men and women and
that such opportunity is meaningful
in all respects.
Terry Don Phillips
Clemson Director ofAthletics

Two illegal acts do not a legal
act make
In response to the Oct. 1 "Bricks
Rattle Parking Services," and with
all due respect to the author, let
me get this straight. The author is
upset because he was not allowed
to steal a piece of University property because he was told not to by a
University official who also pointed
out that it was a safety hazard.
His reasoning for being able to do
this is two-fold: because there are
already bricks missing and because
he has accrued so many fines by
parking illegally, that he now has
"the right to take as many of those
bricks as I want." So, putting this
all together, the author justifies
doing something illegal (stealing)
because he did so many illegal
things in the past (parking illegally,
which apparently he didn't learn
from) and because others did illegal
things (stealing) as well. Barring
the fact that he is putting the safety
of others at risk and the fact that he
is teaching a child that it is okay to
steal, I believe, and tell me if I'm
wrong, that trying to stand proudly
on a house of illegal actions does
not exactly express one's integrity
in a positive light.
Now let's play the simile game,
and I'll make it exaggerated but
accurate. My car got towed, so I'm
allowed to take a stop sign. An artifact at the Smithsonian isn't bolted
down, so I have the right to take
it (it is a public place, after all).
And the best one yet, other people
have murdered, so it is okay for me
to murder too. Personally, I quite
enjoy the loose bricks that adamantly line the union courtyards ...
I think they are one of many things
that give this school character.
Travis Mclntyre
junior, physics
Editor s Note: Next week's
Letters to the Editor section will
contain discussion of the fair tax
plan and alcohol consumption,
among other topics. Ifyou have
comments on these or other issues,
please send them in ASAP.
Letters to the editor should
be no longer than 400 words.
They must include the
author's name, hometown
and phone number (or e-mail
address). All letters will be
checked for authenticity and
may be edited for clarity
and grammar. THE TIGER
reserves the right to print or
edit all submissions. Send
letters to our U.S. Mail
address or e-mail them to
letters@TheTigerNews.com.

Iave you heard? There are
terrible happenings afoot on
campus that leave the fate
of Clemson hanging precariously in
the balance — and
it's all The Tiger's
fault! Read on for
important breaking
news that may be
slightly
embellished (and by
"embellished," I
mean "completely made up"):
Clemson, S.C. - Clemson
University scrambled this week
to combat a rash of student thievery that has resulted in massive
damage to the Edgar A. Brown
University Union and the disappearance of University property
from all over campus. Officials
cited a recent column published in
The Tiger for the sudden student
uprising and corruption.
The article, "Bricks Rattle
Parking Services," found in the
Oct. 1 edition, alleged that paying
tuition gives students "the right to
take as many [university union]
bricks" as they want. Officials
believe that students, applying the
same logic more broadly, are now
staking their claim to all University
property.
Recent reports indicate that a
substantial quantity of items were
stolen over the course of the week,
including all of the union's bricks,
several bike wracks, the bell from
the Carillon Gardens and some
shrubbery.
"Students have to understand
that just because they pay tuition,
they do not automatically own our
shrubbery," said the Vice President
of Student Affairs.
Many students disagreed. "We
can take whatever we want," said
one livid student, a parking meter
and bag of squirrels clenched
tightly in hand. "Anyone can take
the bricks, even Osama bin Laden!
That's what the newspaper said!"

H

When reached for a statement,
cell leaders within bin Laden's al
Quaeda terrorist network denied
any interest in the
bricks, citing greater
concern for "death
and destruction for
all Americans." Bin
Laden himself was
unavailable for comment, but his supporters insured The
Tiger that rumors of
his brick affinity have been "largely exaggerated," and that in reality,
"he prefers cinder blocks."
Having made national headlines
in the past week, the recent state
of turmoil even prompted a statement from President Bush, who
described it as a "grave situation
in Clempson worthy of an elevated
terror alert." "I've been thinking
about terrorism a lot, and it's hard
work. Thinking is hard work. And
John Kerry is a flip flopper," said
the deeply concerned Republican
candidate.
"Am not!" replied Kerry, in a
statement of his own.
However, not all students were
interested in the bricks. "Bricks
schmricks," said one senior engineering major. "I'm after a metal
airplane."
Others were simply looking for
decorations, including a freshman business major. "I've always
wanted my very own Porta-John
— I'm going to put it in my dorm
right between my Bob Marley and
John Belushi posters!"
"This is outrageous!" said a
Parking Services Official, who
assured The Tiger in a special
interview she was not "one of
Satan's minions," though her flaming chariot of doom was reportedly
parked illegally at the time. "It's
stealing! Doesn't anyone see that
it's stealing?!"
When asked to comment on the
situation and clarify students' property rights, the University President

had a simple, pointed message:
"Abstainers and infrequent drinkers are three times less likely than
moderate drinkers and four times
less likely than frequent drinkers to
steal bricks from the union."
By yesterday afternoon, the
situation had spiraled completely
out of control, as squatters began
appearing in prominent areas
around campus including Fort Hill,
Frank Howard Field and the reflection pond.
"Why pay rent if I'm already
paying tuition?" said one
December graduation candidate,
who intends to live on a raft and
fly fish for food during the remainder of his stay at Clemson.
Others preferred cozier surroundings, as several tents, shanties, tiki huts and at least one
wigwam appeared on the upper
floors of Cooper Library. "It really
makes it difficult to study," said
one sophomore elementary education major, self-reportedly stressed
about her coloring midterm. "The
other night, I saw someone in the
library wearing a bathrobe and
slippers. He was gargling at the
water fountain to the tune of 'I
Touch Myself"
University officials and local
law enforcement said they are prepared to use force if necessary to
remove squatters, especially those
who "touch themselves."
"Just wait until I introduce the
squatters to Mr. Pepper Spray
and Mrs. Baton," said one officer,
eager to boost his arrest count in
The Tiger.
But violence isn't the only solution, said the Clemson chief of
police. "We have an innovative
solution to this problem — we're
going to put the bricks in with
concrete. As soon as we find them,
anyway."
Matt Williams is a wartime columnist
and a Clemson senior. E-mail comments to letters@TheTigerNews.com.
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Should steroid use mar Bonds' achievements?

vcc

Hank Aaron owns the current
,career homerun record, and let's
think about all of the scandals that
hounded him throughout his stellar career. Oh yeah,
there were none. There has never been a question as
to whether "Hammerin' Hank" received the title of
"homerun king" through the aid of anabolic steroids
or any other means.
The question of scandal lies with the man who is
pursuing the record, Barry Bonds. Over the last few
years, Bonds' name has been thrown in the same
sentence as anabolic steroids. Testing for steroids in
the majors is still in its infancy,
and we may never know whether or not he definitely used steroids. However, steroids should
mar his achievements.
I'm not necessarily saying that
an asterisk should be put next to
his name in the record books if
his steroid use is not proven, but
his records will be a bit tarnished.
Every time his name is mentioned from now
on, someone will make a reference to steroids.
Our grandparents never had to say, "Ted Williams
sure could hit, but he probably used steroids."
And it's sad to think that this is what we will have
to tell our kids and grandkids that about one of the
greatest hitters of our time. There is no doubt in
my mind that Bonds is a great hitter, and steroids
certainly cannot teach hand-eye coordination. But
what they can do is increase strength and power, two
things which are essential in homerun hitting. The
bottom line is that steroids should make his achievements a bit questionable.
Bonds supporters say that they shouldn't because
no one has proven that he used steroids, but at the
same time, Bonds hasn't exactly proven that he
didn't. Until recently, no one was certain that Pete
Rose gambled on baseball, but he was still looked
down upon by many, simply for speculation. Rose
received a lifetime ban from the game, and he cannot
be admitted into the Hall of Fame, all this for speculation of something that did not in any way affect
his physical ability as an athlete. If Major League
Baseball refuses to punish Bonds for speculation of
his steroid use, fans will punish his reputation and
achievements for it.
By Josh Fort, Assistant Sports Editor

POINT

Even if you are not a Barry Bonds
fan, you have to admit that he is the best
player of at least this generation, if not of
all time. Sometime soon, possibly by the end of next
season, he will break Hank Aaron's career homerun
record, barring some unforseen injury.
The unproven accusations of his steroid use should
not mar this accomplishment or any other. He probably
never used steroids, and if he did, that's not what made
him a great hitter anyway.
The argument that is made against steroids is that
it gives players an advantage by allowing them to hit
the ball further. Bonds was not given this advantage.
Steroids do not enhance one's hand-eye coordination.
The thing that makes Bonds a great hitter
is his patience. He will not swing at a badly
thrown ball. This is what makes him a great
hitter, the best of his generation.
In some sports, the use of steroids
to gain strength would be a huge
advantage, but it's a little different in baseball. Besides, it's not as
though this guy is popping pills or
something like that. Most likely, if he has
any illegal substance in his body, it came
from a cream he used to help his injuries heal more
quickly.
Last week Bonds was randomly tested by Major
League Baseball for steroids. He said that he was
happy to be tested, and he should be because the testing may eventually clear his record completely. The
results of the test will not be officially revealed by
Major League Baseball because it is his first test, but I
would bet that if they are negative, Barry will step up
and tell us.
Regardless of the test and its results, people should
stop criticizing Bonds for something they have little or
no proof he ever did in the first place. Aren't people
innocent until they are proven guilty in this nation,
after all?
I think Bonds is clean. He works hard. He is 40
years old now, so he has to work even harder than
he used to. Fans should leave Barry Bonds alone and
allow him to continue doing what he is arguably the
best player ever at doing. His hand eye coordination
and reflexes make him the best hitter ever, not the steroids.
John Robbins, a sophomore majoring in political
science, contributed to this piece.
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NEXT WEEK'S QUESTION: "Are WMDs the key to justifying the war in Iraq?"
Send submissions (375-425 words) for either side to Letters@TheTigerNews.com by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 11.

OCTOBER

8, 2004

THE TIGER ■ PAGE C3

OPINIONS

COMMENTARY

COMMENTARY

Faith impacts decisions of Life lessons change viewpoint
all leaders in Oval Office
^hurch and state may
be separate, but faith
"and politics are not."
This statement was
made in an article
published in TIME
magazine in June
of this year. The
article discussed the
roles of faith and
religion in the lives
of the presidential
candidates as well
as in the life of the American public
at large. What kind of truth is there
to the statement, and what implications does it have for voters in the
2004 Presidential election?
Over 200 years ago, George
Washington ad-libbed the line
"so help me God" to the oath of
office. It has been there ever since.
Repeatedly throughout history,
presidents, laws, the public and
churches and temples alike have
acknowledged the presence of a
higher power, more often than not
God. Society is changing, however.
We want to look no higher than our
understanding of philosophy or our
views on life. We grant ourselves
the authority to say what makes a
family, when life begins, whether
or not there is truth and what it is.
We have given ourselves the position of ultimate authority on life.
Thousands of years of history
show humans to be creatures that
make terrible decisions. Humans
throughout history have been
screwing up on a consistent basis
— if there's one certainty among
world leaders, it is that they have
all made bad decisions. Bush's
decision to go into Iraq might not
have been the best he's ever made,
but it sure beats Hitler's decision
to go into Poland. My point is this:
World leaders will always mess up.
The decisions they make, though
they may have the very best of
intentions, will always fall short by
someone's standards. Humans at
their best are imperfect, and so will
be the decisions they make. These
decisions will almost always produce something negative in addition to whatever good they do. That
is the reality of the broken world
we live in. The brokenness of this
world is evident all around us. It's
completely inescapable when we
open a newspaper, turn on the television, walk outside the front door.
Leaders are relying on something
to help them make their decisions.
They know that each decision
they make has a lot riding on it.
Thousands of seniors will be affected by what happens with prescription drugs; thousands of people my
age will pay for what happens to
social security; others my age will
have to deal with the war in Iraq
— they will be fighting it; thousands of children will be affected
by Medicaid legislation. It's not
an issue of whether or not there is
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"faith" in the White House. The
issue is what that faith is in. Is it
in the advisors? The evidence?
Political ideology
and party platform? The polls?
REBECCA
There is faith in
STEADINGS
the Oval Office.
Columnist
Does it matter?
Of course it matters. The leader
of the free world
places his trust in
a higher power — who can say
that it doesn't matter?
So the question voters face as
they go to the polls this November
is what role they want the socalled "faith" to be. Bush wants
it to play an active role. Kerry
places it much more behind-thescenes. Their supporters view religion and politics very differently.
Kerry supporters say Bush's faith
makes him close-minded; Bush
supporters say it makes him a
strong leader. Who is right?
Faith-based questions are running rampant throughout this
campaign, and many issues can be
easily tied to religion — the war
in Iraq has been called by some
a "holy war," abortion, gay marriage and care of the poor (Bush's
faith-based initiative). All of these
issues are directly treated in most
major world religions. Kerry has
been condemned by Catholic
priests, some of whom have suggested that if you even vote for
Kerry, you should refrain from
partaking of the sacraments. The
church has spoken out against gay
marriage and abortion, both supported by Kerry and his party.
Where is this nation going? We
have no clear direction. We have
no reason for doing what we do.
We want democracy in Iraq ...
why? The reason we have no clear
direction is because the ultimate
practical source of authority in
America changes every four years.
There are so many different sources of authority all competing for
the place of power, and Americans
have "faith" in our system. My
point is this — as long as the ultimate authority we have is the man
in the Oval Office, we will never
have clear direction. All of us are
placing our faith in something
— Kerry as well as Bush.
There is faith in the Oval Office
and throughout the White House.
Faith and politics are linked, just
as faith in something is linked
to everything. Regardless of
how you feel about religion and
politics, recognize that everyone
places his faith in something, and
that will affect what he does — in
the everyday mundane or in the
White House.
Rebecca Steadings is a junior in
political science. E-mail comments
to letters@TheTigerNews.com.

College is always spoken of
as a transitional time — a
transition from child to adult
What exactly happens during our
time at university that
morphs us into the
people we will be for
the rest of our lives?
Our classes teach
us the skills we will
need to succeed in
our chosen professions. Our social
interactions teach
us the skills we will
need to succeed in our relationships. But what helps determine the
things we will value for the rest of
our lives?
As a child, our most pressing
concerns revolve around hanging
out with our friends, activities at
school and playing the latest video
games. We have few cares in the
world and don't spend much time
contemplating the meaning of life
or how we will spend the rest of
our years.
On the other hand, as an adult,
those are the types of things that
dominate our thoughts.
I never really thought about this
until recently. What prompted this
questioning of the way we think?
Simply put — death. Not death in
the abstract concept that we will all
one day die, though. Death in the
much more personal sense.
I got a phone call from my mother in October of my sophomore
year telling me that my stepfather
had drowned in his father's pool.
It's my theory that we change the
way we think because of certain
life-altering events that jar loose
our "rose-colored glasses," to borrow a popular cliche, and we don't
really experience and appreciate
these events until we are in college.
Some may experience death in
the close family prior to coming to
college, but it doesn't affect them
the same way. They have family close by for support and often
their minds are not yet equipped to
understand and appreciate the gravity of what has happened.
As a college student, though, you
are isolated. Sure, you have friends,
some of them pretty close ones, but
the dynamic of that relationship is
totally different from the one you
have with family. They can help
you cope, and you talk to family
on the phone; or if you're able,
return home for a few days. But
ultimately you are alone in dealing
with this concept that someone you
love is no longer alive.
This realization two years ago
began the shift in my thinking to
more of an adult focus — death
changes the way you think. For
some people, this change doesn't
happen immediately or they may

not have this experience until after
college. For the vast majority of
people, this is the time when we
become the person we will be for
the rest of our
lives and death
plays a part in
ISAIAH
that.
TRILLO
About two
ews Editor
months ago, my
mother died. Last
Tuesday, I was in
Florida visiting
my grandmother
in the hospital.
The doctors don't expect her to
live out the week. All around me, I
hear my friends talking about death
and illness in their families — a
grandmother, a cousin, someone
closer. It almost seems as if death
is everywhere. I won't lie; it's been
difficult to deal with all of this
these past couple months.
In some weird way, though, I've
realized that I'm not as alone here
as I thought I was. I've created a
new dynamic in the relationship I
have with my friends. We are all
experiencing the same life-changing event. They've never met my
mother or grandmother, but they
are experiencing the same feelings
of loss and confusion that I am.
This connection helps all of us deal
with what is happening, drawing us
closer.
This isn't the only thing that
causes us to change while in college, but it seems to be the most
universal and has the most effect.
Life's hard — no one has ever
made any bones about that. And
now that I have to face the concept
of death head-on, I finally believe
them.
But, I believe that I'm a stronger and better person for it. Not
that losing a close family member
makes me better, but rather that
the experience of it and what I've
learned from it, has made me better
equipped to deal with the rest of
my life.
For anyone out there that has
to deal with the same issue, know
that you are never alone. It may
seem that way, especially for those
of you here from out of state.
Professionals will recommend
seeking a support group, and I
agree. But you won't have to look
far.
Your support group is the people
that are experiencing the same
thing you are — your friends.
They may not feel comfortable
talking to you at first, but that new
twist on the dynamic of your relationship with them will only make
your friendship stronger.
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ON THE

PROWL
BY GABRIELLE LAHATTE

Are you ready for some football?
Well, a football movie, at least.
"Friday Night Lights" starring
Billy Bob Thornton as the coach
of a popular small-town football
team opens today. Also opening
this week, ex-"SNL" cast member
Jimmy Fallon teams with Queen
Latifah for "Taxi," which is, sadly,
not a big-screen version of the popular '80s sitcom; Hilary Duff proves
her "acting" ability with "Raise
Your Voice," about a young girl
enrolling in a performing arts school
where Lindsay Lohan is, like, so not
accepted. In limited release, look for
the Sundance Film Festival's Grand
Prize winner "Primer," about a
dangerous new invention several
entrepreneurs create; "Around the
Bend," starring Christoper Walken,
Michael Caine and Josh Lucas;
and the acclaimed documentary by
Jonathan Caouette, "Tarnation,"
made for about 200 dollars on an
Apple computer, detailing his childhood with a schizophrenic mother.
This Tuesday, be on the lookout for the hit summer film "The
Day After Tomorrow" on DVD,
featuring Dennis Quaid as something called a climatologist. Also
look out for Kate Hudson, who
looks mighty adorable in "Raising
Helen;" "Breakin' All the Rules"
with Jamie Foxx, proving you
don't have to use good grammar
in a movie title. On the TV-showon-DVD circuit, there's HBO's
"The Wire: The Complete First
Season;" not to be confused with
the Queen Latifah comedy, but Judd
Hirsch and Danny DeVito in "Taxi:
The Complete First Season;" the
No. 1 show on TV gets its place in
the sun with "CSI: The Complete
Fourth Season;" and — oh, happy,

Fj

happy, joy, joy — "Ren and
Stimpy: The First and Second
Season—Uncut."
Stop by your local record store
to check out the following albums
being released on Tuesday: singercum-actor Mos Def goes back to his
roots with "New Danger;" TransSiberian Orchestra releases their
latest album, "The Lost Christmas
Eve;" Duran Duran releases a
Limited Edition of "Astronaut,"
with a Bonus DVD included;
Amy Grant's "Greatest Hits 19862004;" the official soundtrack
to the upcoming J. Lo/Richard
Gere romantic comedy "Shall
We Dance?;" and — she's back
— Celine Dion with "Miracle."
Looking for some good concerts
to go to, but don't want to travel far?
Fear not, for Clemson is getting a
nice bundle of artists performing
this weekend. Tomorrow, Oct. 9,
Tater will be performing at The
Joint; on Tuesday, Oct. 12, Big Bad
Voodoo Daddy will be jamming
here on campus; and on Thursday,
Oct. 14, Captain Easy will be at
The Joint and Curtis Blackwell &
Dixie Bluegrass Boys will be at
the S.C. Botanical Garden. Tonight
in Greenville, The Handlebar
welcomes Dezeray's Hammer,
Clay Cook and Frickin' A; on
Thursday, Oct. 14, get out your
rhinestones, Dolly Parton will be
at the Bi-Lo Center. In Asheville,
N.C., Chesterfield Kings and The
Cramps will be performing at The
Orange Peel tonight, with Yo La
Tengo playing on Saturday, Oct. 9.
Locally, Delta Chi will be holding a Poker Showdown tonight
at 6 p.m. in the Hendrix Center
Ballroom. There will be a $10 entry
fee, but everyone is invited to play.

How do you say
"cheap airPane"
in the xhamagas language?
Let us know when you get back.

In today's society, sex has become a tool to sell
everything. Its prevalence is shocking, even disturbing, as we are constantly bombarded with graphic
images that borderline on porn. As our culture
"evolves," sexual morality degrades and promiscuity becomes more acceptable. These changing ideas
have begun to undermine the meaning of sex. It seems
today that it has lost its value, to the point where
people engage in meaningless sex. Is there truly
such a thing as meaningless sex, or are we deluding
ourselves?
Many factors have contributed to the depreciation
of sex in our culture: Playboy, the sexual revolution in the sixties, pornography, overexposure in the
media, etc. This depreciation has been linked to the
rise in random hookups on college campuses around
the nation. One must wonder: are people really just
enjoying the physical aspect or denying the fact that
feelings are attached?
Sex is a complicated topic; it has various connotations, so poetically proven by our former President,
and it has a different significance for everyone.
However, as more people attend college and pursue
careers before settling down, the marrying age is
steadily increasing. The question becomes not if you
engage in pre-martial sex, but how you engage in
pre-martial sex.
Many people today still wait until they are in a
committed relationship before engaging in sexual
activities, but a growing number of students are taking advantage of the relaxed atmosphere of college to
explore their sexuality. Yet when we engage in this
type of behavior, can we successfully remove the
emotional aspect of sex and make it a purely physical
action?
People are capable of emotionally detaching themselves from situations; perhaps it is possible to detach
yourself from sex. The need to fulfill that biological
urge supercedes all logic, and you find yourself the
next morning lying next to someone you just met,
thinking over the decisions made last night. You are
satisfied and continue to hook up with new people,
not having to worry about the responsibilities of a
relationship.
Some people truly claim they are satisfying a "need"
by having random sex, but by realizing this urge and
giving into it, you are giving the situation meaning.

Granted,
this
situation
is
not
as
meaningful
as having
sex
with
someone you
care about in
a relationship,
but there is personal meaning
involved with the
act even if you
do not have true
feelings for your
partner.
Unfortunately,
efforts to make sex meaningless
can be detrimental when someone does associate
feelings with the encounter or when a person tries to
break out of the meaningless sex cycle and establish
a relationship. If they were to become attached, logic
suggests that the other person would too, but this is
rarely the case.
When individuals do try to end the cycle and
become emotionally involved with someone before
sleeping with him or her, it is difficult to break old
habits. For those who do make the change, it will be
well worth it. Sex should always be enjoyable, but
when you are in a serious relationship, this pleasure is
intensified. Sex no longer fulfills a basic need; it creates a strong bond between the two of you that only
adds to the relationship.
The increase of random hookups on college campuses might be an obvious consequence of the depreciation of sex in our society, yet many could argue
that instead people discuss sex more openly today.
College students are merely inquisitive and eager to
learn more about themselves and their sexuality.
No matter what the argument, people must remember to be safe when engaging in sexual activities and
realize that sex is never meaningless but rather has
varying degrees of significance.
Any comments, questions or suggestions for On The
Prowl can be emailed to timeout@thetigernews.com.
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Foreign films deserve notice
KEREM ARSAL

Staff Writer
After spending countless columns on how the American social
life amazes any international and
vice versa, it is time to give that a
little break and focus on something
else. Something more intellectual
but also representative of the inherent differences in culture.
How about movies? What is all
this fuss about American movies telling stupid stories or the
European movies having a sex
scene regardless of its necessity?
Should we watch Indian movies that seem more like musicals
where the guy and the girl just
dance around a tree for five minutes? Here is a shallow analysis of
what's going on.
I love American movies. Even the
deeply "intellectual" Hollywood
productions such as "Wild Wild
West" or "Armageddon." It really
feels good to watch something
where you can focus more on how
salty your popcorn is rather than
the movie. I surely exaggerate the
situation with my examples but the
American producers are just so rich
that they have the luxury to create
total nonsense from time to time.
When you have the money and the
technology to do it, why not create
a big asteroid speeding towards the
earth and have a few volunteers
save our sorry souls? Somebody

has to do it. And the fact that it is
always the Americans saving the
world does not bother me at all.
It sounds as realistic as if it was
propaganda.
Another thing about American
movies is that they always have
their fair share of classy ("artsy," in
uglier words) movies. It is always
up to you to make a decision
between "Jeepers Creepers" and
"Requiem For A Dream." There
has been an argument how the
American industry gained an artificial edge by the use of visual technologies, but that sounds like jealousy to me. I don't think it would
be fair to underestimate American
hits such as "The Matrix" or "Lord
of the Rings" just because they
were too expensive to produce.
Moreover, looking back to a
further past will only result in
shame for those claiming that
American movies are worthless.
If you were not raised with "Star
Wars," you must have had a really
bad childhood. Or if you still
haven't seen all-time-best, watchme-and-question-life movies such
as "Citizen Kane," "Taxi Driver,"
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest," "American Beauty" or
"Fight Club," you don't even have
the right to oppose. If you did and
still oppose, I would be very interested in what you've got to say.
Anyways ... I think I overreacted,
but I just met so many people

Anderson Auto Auction
2424 Hwy. 81 N. Anderson, SC
Exit 27 on 1-85, 5 miles S. Next to T.L.Hanna High School

Students, our staff will help you buy
and sell cars!

864-261-6699
Open to ^
The Public
Buy or sell like
the dealers do!

Thursday Nights
at 7:00 p.m. , A
Personal
Check
Ok
$15 OFF
All Buyer and
Seller Fees
With This Ad,
in Hand!

Free Liberace
estate matchbooks
with logo!
Free Signed
NASCAR photos,
limited supply!

A Picture is worth
a thousand words!

andersonautoauction.com FaXI 864-261-3280

who claim American movies are
worthless,that it is nothing more
than a cliche to me now.
OK. Time for non-American
movies. To start with, I love any
good movie, regardless of its origin. However, there are significant
differences that arise from different
lifestyles and, more importantly,
different ways of expression. Even
then, the distance between these
opposites is constantly eroding.
Movies such as "Amores Perros"
and "21 Grams" (Alejandro
Gonzalez Inarritu); "All About
My Mother" and "Talk to Her"
(Pedro Almodovar); "Breaking
the Waves" and "Dogville" (Lars
von Trier); "Amelie" (JeanPierre Jeunet); "Run Lola Run"
(Tom Tykwer) or "City of God"
(Fernando Meirelles) are some
relatively recent examples how the
inherent differences reflect on the
silver screen.
Americans love to live in their
own dream worlds and most believe
that lives like those in movies can
be achieved one day. This means
commercialization opportunities to
carry anything from pain, suffering and death to joy, happiness and
laughter into a make-believe world.
Wherever life comes with higher
hurdles than those in America
,and/or your personal feelings are
more available to others, movies
tend to get more realistic, painful,
disturbing and possibly harder to
watch because it is much easier to
make personal inferences and find
similarities with your own life.
Let's just watch movies. My
suggestion is that internationals
complaining about the level of
intellect in the American movies
should zip it and watch "The Deer
Hunter" instead of "Taxi," which
is, essentially and ironically, based
on a French movie produced by
Luc Besson. On the other hand,
some Americans should take the
chance and see what's out there.
Building your own viewpoint on
Europe through the "National
Lampoon's European Vacation"
will probably not work, -k

FIVE MINUTES IN
THE CLOSET
WITH...
KELLS
HILDEBRANDT

market in Atlanta. It was such an
amazing experience."
Do you have any fashion influences?
"Probably Sarah Jessica Parker.
Her style is so unexpected and
funky, but still classy. I really like
that a lot. She's really into shoes
and purses too."
Do you keep anything in your
closet besides clothes?
"No, I just keep my clothes,
shoes and purses in my closet. I
keep my clothes for a really long
time. I hang everything up, which
takes up a lot of space. I keep some
of my really nice outfits in the dry
cleaning bags." -k

Staff Writer
Allyson Ladd was on her way
to a meeting this week when I
interviewed her about her signature style. Allyson, a junior in
Communications, had much to say
about clothes, purses, shoes and
shopping.
Tell me about your outfit.
"I'm just wearing a black skirt,
tank-top and cardigan. It's my own
version of 'the little black dress.' I
keep my clothes forever, so I'm not
sure where I got this outfit."
What about your accessories?
"My shoes are from Sacha.
The rings I'm wearing were my
grandmother's, and this bracelet is
by David Yurman."
Where do you like to shop?
"I love Arden B. I also love
going to little boutiques where
you can buy unique outfits. I go
to New York three or four times
a year with my aunt, mom and
grandmother, and we go to Saks
Fifth Avenue. I love Saks!"
How would you describe your
signature style?
"It's very untraditional. I like to
mix and match styles and colors.
I like vintage things and anything
that's just a bit funky."
Do you have a favorite article of
clothing?
"No, not really. I love shoes and
purses. I could collect accessories.
Actually, I'd love to own a store
that sold shoes and purses. Back in
Pawley's Island I worked in clothing and accessory stores. I actually CLASSY AND SASSY: Allyson
helped buy some of the items for shows off her designer duds, which
the store and was able to go to the demonstrate her professional style.

If you are a 4-H
alumni and are interested
\r\ joining 4-H collegiate club

on campus, email: Rick Willey
rwlly@clemson.edu or
Susie Groomes
sgrms@clemson.edu.

Follow the Green!
4-H is leading
the way to the
future!
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Ambrosia Cafe & Emporium In pre-AC/DC days,
proves delicious despite flaws crime actually paid
KELLY GILLESPIE

ADAM THOMPSON

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

Ambrosia Cafe & Emporium
2602 N. Main St.
Anderson, SC 29621
(864)225-1081
Average rating: WWW
If you are new to the area or
perhaps it's your fifth year here,
you may have already grown tired
of the limited restaurants Clemson
has to offer. If this applies to you,
I recommend venturing out to the
Anderson area to try Ambrosia.
Don't let this restaurant's name
deter you from dining here. After
being recommended to Ambrosia,
it reminded me of a fragrance,
which immediately turned me
off. However, after learning that
Ambrosia is Greek for the food
and drink of the gods, something
considered choice to eat, I decided
to see if there was some truth to its
name.
The Scene
Don't judge this restaurant by
what it looks like on the outside,
which could use a little touching
up. The inside, on the other hand,
is decorated tastefully and looks

KELLY GILLESPIE

ROASTY AND TOASTY: Try the roasted turkey sandwich.. with bacon!
completely different. The decor is
contemporary style looking similar
to a winery, partially due to the
wine racks and bottles that are
displayed. The space, however, is
limited which makes it not the ideal
location for accommodating large
groups.
The Food
The menu offers an excellent
variety of sandwiches and salads;
deciding what to order can be
somewhat difficult. Ambrosia's
roasted turkey sandwich with

KELLY GILLESPIE

GRILLED THRILLS: The grilled chicken salad provides taste and nutrition.

bacon, Muenster cheese, lettuce and
tomato on marble rye bread was my
choice. Initially, the presentation
looked appetizing, up until realizing they left off the bacon. They
got it right the second time around,
and I was pleased with the quality and taste. The chips on the side
were also satisfactory; they are very
similar to kettle chips. Ambrosia
also offers a wide range of desserts,
cakes and puddings that are very
tempting. Unfortunately, I was too
full to give any of them a try.
The Overall Impression
Ambrosia is a good choice for
lunch if you are in the Anderson
area or willing to drive the distance.
The pricing is reasonable and won't
put a dent in your wallet. The food
is quite comparable to Panera, the
Bagel Shop or the Atlanta Bread
Company. The setting is nicely
decorated and effectively complements the name, Ambrosia. The
customer service, however, could
be more attentive and uniforms
might make them more presentable
and easier to place.
Food:
li W ^
Atmosphere: ■ ' ^ W w
Service:
^ jj£ .
Menu:
WWW

AWA

£
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Remember when crime paid?
Man, those sure were the days.
After the onslaught of technology and a global society, things just
aren't the same for knaves, rapscallions and miscreants. I have a friend
who's a libertine, and a good one,
and for more than a decade he
hasn't been able to find anyone
willing to pay above a pittance for
dastardly deeds.
I can personally attest to a huge
shift — from inverse to direct
— over the past two millennia in
the relationship between the level
of my moral fiber and the lucrativeness of the opportunities it afforded
me. Being a villain used to be the
absolute best career for anyone born
without the burden of a conscience
— but it is no longer so,
I'm afraid.
Don't
you

remember what
it was like?
Why, I can still feel the crisp ocean
breeze and taste the tangy salt spray
when I recall my days as a Danish
Viking in the ninth century. I used
to pillage with the best of them. And
the sacking — who could forget the
sacking? To this day, every time
I see an Anglo-Saxon turn on his
spindly legs and run in fear I get
a little verklempt. It used to be so
easy: sail in, burn down, seize the
spoils, sail out, rinse, repeat — and
become rich beyond your wildest
dreams.
Alas, a wicked spell of the black
death sidelined me for much of the
middle ages. My plundering days
were far from over, however. While
I had my reservations about the
whole globalization movement, the
pirating jobs it sent my way were
more than welcome.
Of course, what I miss most now
is the booty: the way sunlight would
glint off a towering pile of doubloons; the way the world turned
blood-red when viewed through the
facets of a rough-cut ruby. Man, oh
man, you just can't find booty like
that these days
Eventually, I tired of an existence

at sea and settled into a life of roguing around the blissful English
countryside. It was a simpler routine, but nonetheless profitable.
What followed for the next
couple centuries was a string of
various outlaw-type positions on
the continent and in the United
States. I was a hooligan and a bank
robber, a hoodwinker and a cattle
rustler — all while maintaining a
quality of life far above subsistence.
In the 1920s I smuggled rum with
Al Capone through Newfoundland,
and in the meantime, I hobnobbed
with the rich and infamous. I was a
crooked politician in the '30s and
'40s. A lot of my cohorts are still in
that racket.
About the middle of the 20th century, though, something happened
and the jobs just weren't there
anymore. We ne'er-do-wells were
forced to moonlight in the legitimate workforce in order to stay
afloat
economically.
So what went
wrong?
I
blame technology. I
blame
the

And
I
blame AC/DC.
There we were,
trying to make a living as independent dirty-deed-contractors at the
height of the Cold War, and here
come these no-talent rock and roll
posers with a catchy jingle advertising "dirt-cheap" prices for the same
job. You just can't survive when
someone undercuts you like that.
After a few ventures into corporate extortion in the '90s that failed
miserably, I began thinking about
getting off the grift — you know,
going straight. It just wasn't worth
it anymore, and it certainly wasn't
the same. White collar crime has
none of the visceral appeal of a
good looting raid on a tiny seaside
hamlet; I guess I missed the bloodcurdling screams. And the booty.
Lately, though, it seems as though
things may be looking up for us, the
collective underbelly of society. I'm
feeling like I may make one more
stab at politics. Lately, it seems like
you can get away with anything as
long as you become the leader of a
free nation. *

Have you caught any delicious
bass lately? Does your mom
go to college? Did you vote for
Pedro? If so, did all your wildest dreams come true? Looking
to get a glamour shot made?
Call TimeOut
at 656-2150
or drop us an e-mail at
timeout@thetigernews.com.

ion 'figer <BCvdSte 350 CCemson, SC 29631
864-654-7800 www.emagemedspa.com

Ask for Napoleon.
(Don't tell Uncle Rico.)
; /7
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"Sims 2" remains too similar
**
THE SIMS 2
EA Games
Out Now
ADAM GRIFFIS "

Staff Writer
The sequel to the best-selling PC
game of all time, "The Sims 2" has
a lot to live up to. For the few not
familiar with the Sims, the essential
goal of the game is to manage the
lives of simulated humans. There
are two main schools of thought as
to the popularity of "The Sims"
some seem to enjoy the aspect
of managing
relationships,
striving to make their Sims successful and happy people, while
others enjoy the human interaction side of the equation, preferring to observe social situations
created by mixing dramatically
different personality types.
As a result of this dichotomy,
I used both approaches to "The
Sims 2," trying to notice any
susceptible improvement over
the first game. First, the graphics are greatly improved over
the first, as one would expect.
The Sims is now in 3-D and the
details of the characters have
been changed for the better.
Second, the personalities of the
Sims have been made dramatically more complex.
Sims now have aspirations,
driving desires that determine
their major goals in life, for which
the player earns "aspiration points"
for fulfilling. These points can be
redeemed for various items, e.g.
the elixir of life, which allows
the Sims to add extra days to their
lives.
Moreover, the Sims also have
a new system of memories that
affect their behavior; for example,
remembrance of the death of
a loved one or of a marriage.
Finally, the need to micromanage

your Sims has been dramatically
reduced. Sims typically take care
of most needs by themselves; you
no longer need to tell them to
shower or use the restroom.
As a result of this and the animations, the social interactions of the
Sims should have been much better, although I failed to find anything really compelling. I tried to
set up all sorts of crazy situations
through various personalities and
"aspirations," but despite all this,
nothing occurred as entertaining
as, say, a reality show.

For those who prefer the second
approach, I think you'll find "The
Sims 2" an ultimately disappointing affair. The object set has been
dramatically decreased from the
previous games. I haven't counted
the number of objects, but I suspect
that it is actually less than in the
original "The Sims" game, much
less the eight expansion packs.
Moreover, the material aspect
was one of the things that the
original Sims really did right, the
object set was varied and interesting — you could have a swinging
bachelor pad or a nice cozy
home, so there really wasn't
much room for improvement. As a result, a lot of the
objects in "The Sims 2" are
ones you'll recognize from
the original game: flat screen
TV, chess board, easel, even
duplicate paintings. So if you
switch to "The Sims 2" as
someone who likes pursuing
the material aspects of the
game, you're going to be
disappointed.
Maxis and EA are insisting
that there is another reason
to use "The Sims 2" movie
making. There have been
examples of movies/ picture
storyboards made by the
same developers using the
Sims 2 that are actually quite
entertaining (check out "The
Grunts versus the Smiths"
PWTOCOmnESV0FJUUZ0N.COM
for yourself at pc.ign.com).
The Sims interacted in either However, the reactions in this
boring and conventional ways or movie seem so well timed I doubt
they engaged in clownish behav- that they weren't scripted in some
ior.
way, so I doubt any user-made
The only memorable incidents movies would be nearly as enterI can remember was when one of taining.
my Sims attempted to stay up for
So if you really enjoyed the
3 days by drinking coffee con- first "The Sims," and the graphics
stantly or when another began to update/new features are worth the
hallucinate in desperate loneliness dramatic decrease in objects, by all
and was paid a visit by the "social means "The Sims 2" is worth it. I
bunny," an imaginary friend from failed to find any really entertainwhom he gained great solace.
ing aspect of the Sims; it ultimately
felt like a waste of time.

Sequels never
to be made
BETH WESTEREN

Staff Writer
There are a number of movies
made today that beg for sequels.
There are even more movies that
have sequels that just shouldn't.
Here are the top five sequels that
will never be made, no matter how
depraved Hollywood gets.
"The Passion of the Christ: Three
Days in Hell"
Anyone who knows the Apostle's
Creed knows what comes up next in
the series of events after the crucifixion. Jesus descended into Hell
and spent three days there suffering for the sins of mankind, or so
the story goes. Perhaps Mel Gibson
would like to continue the saga of
Christ's agony past his corporal
punishment and into the afterlife, to
really make the impact of his message known. This way he wouldn't
be held back in his artistic vision by
any pesky "first-hand" accounts by
guys named Matthew, Mark, Luke
or John. At least there would be no
opportunities to accuse Gibson of
anti-Semitism in this sequel; I think
we can all at least agree that Lucifer
isn't Jewish.
"Titanic: The Real North
Atlantic"
What happened to Rose after she
made it safely to America? My guess
is that after all she went through, she
probably took a vacation. They say
that you should face your biggest
fears, so in the sequel to "Titanic,"
Rose hops aboard a North Atlantic
cruise for some spring break action.
I think we all know how loose she
was from the first movie, and this
time it's more than just car windows
she's steaming up. Of course she
would meet a new best friend on
board and it would be like a 1920's

episode of "Girls Gone Wild."
Celine Dion and Snoop Dogg could
team up for the soundtrack; I'm
picturing it in my head and it says
platinum all over it..
"Schindler's List 2: The Hand
that Wrote the List"
Everyone knows the story of how
Oskar Schindler saved 1200 Jews
from Nazi death camps during the
Holocaust. Those select few who
made his list were taken from the
grasp of the SS and given jobs in
his factory. The prequel would delve
into the man who was driven by his
loves: women, alcohol and money.
Follow the famous German in the
years leading up to the war; see his
escapades with women, his "investment" dealings, and finally the
greed and desire for cheap labor that
drove him to begin caring for his
"Schindlerjews." Em not sure that
Oskar could be so Oscar-worthy the
second time around.
"Malcolm X II"
Mr. X's death aside, I think it's
quite obvious why this one . will
never be made.
"Gandhi 2: The Empire Strikes
Back"
Clearly the story of Mahatma
Gandhi was meant to be a trilogy,
rounded out by "Gandhi 3: Return
of the Pacifist." At the end of the
first movie, Gandhi freed his country from the evil British Empire
and therefore was given the honor
bestowed upon anyone who frees
their country from the English: their
likeness on the national currency. But
how long was that to last? Anyone
who was in America 225 years ago
knows that the British don't give up
their colonies that easily. Who cares
if it isn't how it "really" happened.
Maybe Ben Kingsley just got tired
of dieting all the time, it

The Galley
Re staurant
Fine Waterfront Dining
And Nami Asian Bistro
Great Pay
Flexible Hours
Only 12 miles from campus
No Sundays
Evenings Only

NOW HIRING!
for Just $5 More!

Apply in person at
Portman Marina
Lake Hartwell, Anderson
287-3215 or 287-3211

J

Why TAN at the BRONZE TIGER?
1. Open til 11pm Fall Session & MIDNIGHT in the Spring!

2. Downtown.-.we^^j^tX^^t-^teiVyfltte from cavuyusi

The 2005 Japan Exchange and Teaching Program
Teach English in junior and senior high schools in Japan
Learn about Japanese culture and people
Gain international experience

[Open 7 days a Week ^f^^^^^a^i
4. Standard AND High Pressure Tanning A*. Alterative for eve^o^eil
5. MYSTIC TAN - UV FREE! Full Coverage & Fully Automated -NO s^my c^^\
6. We Match ALL Competitor's Coupons! AS,\Z About c^o^ ixsco^ts
7. CD STEREO in EVERY Room!
£ (j
8. We NEVER Count Student Holidays Against Your Time.
9. We Maintain Our Equipment -owe u^ps are HOT\

fSfrrSoixfei

Requirements

mm RONZEiTIGER!

1

Have an excellent command of the English language
• Obtain a bachelors degree by July 1,2004
'Bea U.S. citizen
»Be wil ing to relocate to Japan for one year

1

Clemson's ONLY
SUNLESS
—TANNING
SYSTEM!
LOOK TW in LESS than l Minute!

Applications are now available. The deadline lor applying is December 5,20034. For more information and an application
contact the Consulate General ol Japan in Atlanta at Suite1600. One Alliance Center. 3500 Lenox Road.. Atlanta. GA 30326.
Call (404) 926-3035 (JET) or 1-8D0-INFO-JET or email: {et@ccjiapanatlanta.org.
Tbe application can also be found at www.embjapan.org.

"NoUV Exposure!"
www.mystictan.com

653-7866

'

'mi ' '

Open

T Days!
FALL SEMESTER

OoenttllW"!

SPRING SEMESTER

Open Ml MWnigM!

CALL NOW!

653-SUNN

OCTOBER 8, 2004

a

Ever found yourself in a certain situation, not sure
what's the best movie to watch? Fear not, for TimeOut's
got your back.
Whether you're hanging out with family or are looking for something to see on a date, TimeOut has the
definitive guide for what films to watch to make the
mood just right.

Let's say you have invited your honey over for some quality time,
and you realize that maybe the two of you should watch a movie.
Faced with thousands of options, you wonder wtfat would be a great
movie to watch together, that you both can enjoy. Here are a few
suggestions to ease the pain involved in such a monumental decision:
Love Actually: With a star-studded c^st incfbding the likes of
Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, Hugh Grant, Laura Linney and Keira
Knightley, this romantic comedy takes on the enormous topic of
love, detailing several loosely connected, people's love lives in the
month before Christmas in London. Romantic comedies are always
a safe bet. The film appeals to girls because of the romantic themes,
but guys enjoy them too because they are genuinely funny, allowing
the guys to ignore the fact it's almost a cjjick fli^k.
Troy: Epics: another great movie genre that appeals to everyone.
Chronicling a war based on love, Troy is about the conflict between
Sparta and Troy. Their dispute is all over Helen, the wife of the
Spartan king Menelaus, who ran away with Paris, prince of Troy.
With huge battles and great love scenes, "Troy" includes storylines
that satisfy both sexes, and Brad Pitt is always fun to watch. Epics
in general are great date movies, because they include something for
everyone and even provide a few moments where the girl can cling
to her man. Who could want more?

These past few weeks have been extremely stressful for stu- Mid-terms have been given out in practically every class,
and they are never fun. Odds are that at feast some of you even
tailed one of your mid-terms.
Knowing that you have failed a test is one of the worst feelings
in the world for most college students. Believe it or not, there are
other alternatives to getting over the academic blues th^n drinking yourself silly.
Ope such alternative is to view the greatly under-appreciated
Life as a House." Kevin Kline stars as a dying dad whose last
wish is to rebuild his tattered relationship with his troubled soi
(Hayden Chnstensen). George (Kline) eventually coaxes Sam
(Cnnstensen) into helping him rebuild his old house, and along
th
^,way George and Sam begin to love each other again.
Inis film is the one that actually brought Hayden Christensan
into the spotlight (before the tragic "Attack of the Clones"), as
he received a Golden Globe nomination. However, the movie
is fantastic all-around and deserves to be viewed no matter the
situation.
•
•
s a House is one
"V^Jt
"
of the most uplifting movies ever creSki £ iec viewinS the film it is practically impossible not to be
thankful for everything you have. There is no doubt that at the
end of the film a student will feel grateful for just being alive\
and that test you failed will appear quite trivial
dents

v
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The first rule about choosing a movie to get pumped up for
fight: watch "Fight Club." The second rule about choosing
movie to get pumped up for a fight: watch "Fight Club." If
there is one movie deserving of a shameless rip-off for the sake
of an article about fights, then "Fight Club" is it. As far as pure,
knuckle-crunching action goes, there is no finer flick for fights.
The protagonist/antagonist creates an organization where men
go to forget all material things and just hurt each other. Not
only is the movie full of raw street fighting, but it is one of
the few films that shows a guy beating the crap out of himself.
"Fight Club" is a movie with a brain though, and it satisfies the
most carnal and intellectual desires. Seeing Brad Pitt shirtless
is almost as fulfilling as watching Bob and his man-breasts
wrestle the other competitors. Nothing puts me in the mood
for a butt-bruising then a man who has grown boobs due to an
estrogen supplement. If you are looking to prep yourself for
a fight, leave your box set of "Pride and Prejudice" at home
unless you want to bring it down to your basement and show it
your five point plan for an ass-whuppin'.
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The guilty pleasure is a whole different type of movie. Usually
it's something you watch alone and aren't exactly too proud of. Most
of the time it's less embarrassing to be caught watching porn than
one of these films. For those times when I want to watch a goofy
movie alone, I choose a totally rad '80s skateboarding movie. And
I'm not talking about the slightly popular "Gleaming the Cube." I'm
talking "Thrashin'," starring Josh Brolin of "Goonies" fame, including a pre-teen Tony Hawk and a killer performance by the Red Hot
Chili Peppers. Nobody saw it. Nobody heard about it. But, as the old
maxim denotes, beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and I absolutely
love this film.
Guilty pleasures can also include terrible films seen during one's
childhood that weren't so terrible way back when. "3 Ninjas" definitely fits into this category for some of us. I first saw this film when
it was in theaters. I was kicking and throwing everything in sight for
the next week. Ten years later I saw it again and realized how terrible it was and how incomprehensible that it was actually written by
someone who calls himself a screenwriter.
Regardless, the category includes anything from lame kids' movr
ies to cheesy chick flicks. "Titanic" is a perfect example of a terrible film that devoured the emotions of a country all the way to the
bank. But who can say they would ever watch it again? And would
any self-respecting male out there ever claim to like it? Then there's
"classics" like "Masters of the Universe" and "Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles" that you can't help but to like. For that matter, plenty of
wonderful '80s movies can be classified as such. Most of the time
they're so quirky and great that many modern audiences just cannot
understand.

Everyone has been in this unfortunate situation: it s a family
get together, with all immediate family members crammed into
your living room after a three-course meal, wanting to relax and
watch a movie together, as one big family. However, there are
a group of movies that you should work hard in making sure
you never watch with your family, mainly because it will bring
up long discussions of sex, drugs and alcohol, and you are past
those ABC After-School Special days. Chief amongst these
films to avoid is the 1997 drama "Boogie Nights Yes, it was
nominated for several Academy Awards and earned lots of.critical acclaim when it was released, and it is in fact an outstanding
movie. Yet, the fact still remains that it centers around the pom
industry and a young man's, ahem special endowment So save
Grandma Ethef from a heart attack by stocking ^^hDjsney
fare like the recent "Freaky Friday" or "Finding Nemo- These
are good, wholesome films that the whole family can enjoy
Other films to avoid at all costs when having a movienight
with your family: the superb (but superbly graphic) Y Tu
Mama Tambien/' the infamous "toan for a Dream md
"Monster's Ball," if just for the fact that you see Billy Bob
Thornton naked.
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New album satisfies old tastes Force returns on DVD
MATT GRONEMAN

Kansas State Collegian
(Kansas State University)
(U-WIRE) Manhattan, Kan. Brian Wilson once said that
music is the voice of God.
"Smile," the great unreleased
album from the peak of his time
with the Beach Boys, begins with
an incantation called "Our Prayer"
that consists of voices harmonizing as they move constantly up
scales, moving their voices closer
to heaven.
"Smile" was the brainchild
of
manic-depressive
genius
songwriter/producer Brian Wilson
and drugged-out lyrical hipster Van
Dyke Parks.
The idea was to create a unique
sonic representation of Americana,
and that is exactly what "Smile"
does.
In 1967 the album was set to
come out, but due to Brian Wilson's
personal doubts after hearing the
Beatles' "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band," he decided
that "Smile" wasn't good enough
and did not deserve to be released.
Some songs came out from time to
time, but usually in altered inferior
versions; most of the tapes were
indefinitely shelved.
In 2001 Brian Wilson went out

on a "Pet Sounds" 35th anniversary
tour with young British pop band,
the Wondermints.
Eventually, the new band
renewed Wilson's creative energies.
An album of new material was
released earlier this year, and
"Smile" was rerecorded using the
new band to meet Brian Wilson's
expectations.
How does the group sound?
Exuberant and brilliant.
While the Wondermints don't
quite have the harmonic talents
of the Wilson brothers, they
come very close to matching the
Beach Boys' ethereal voices.
Brian Wilson's voice has changed
slightly and become a little more
inflected perhaps, but the quality
has not diminished in any aspect.
Of the songs that have had versions released previously, many
of these recordings sound crisper
than the versions the Beach Boys
released in the late 1960s.
The version of "Heroes and
Villians" on "Smile," originally
a good but not terribly remarkable single from the 1967 album
"Smiley Smile," sounds like the
best thing Brian Wilson was ever
involved with.
The only flaw in the album is in
"Good Vibrations." Innovative and

popular, and introducing the use
of the theremin for the first time
on record, the Beach Boys' "Good
Vibrations" is one of the most
important singles in pop history.
The performance of the song is
brilliant, but on "Smile" Brian has
revised the lyrics, or perhaps they
were changed after "Smile" was
scrapped and these are the original
lyrics.
The original lyrics were fresh
and incredibly romantic, whereas
the new lyrics are vague and devoid
of romance.
"I only looked in her eyes, but
I picked up something I just can't
explain" will never compare with
"when I look in her eyes she goes
with me to a blossom world."
Still, there's not much room
for criticism, and Brian's aim at
capturing Americana is revealed
everywhere.
"Barnyard" features the sounds
of farm animals and lyrics about
them dancing while "Cabin
Essense" is about, among other
things, wheat fields, railroads and
the Grand Coulee Dam. Some
songs feature bits recognizable
form Poor Richard's Almanac.
And really, you can't criticize an
album whose credits include musicians playing the hammer, celery
and power drill.
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STAR WARS TRILOGY
Fox
Released: Out Now
ADAM GRIFFIS

Staff Writer
It has been a hard six years for
"Star Wars" fans. In 1997 George
Lucas revealed his initial perversion
of the "Star Wars" vision: the special edition, ruining the best movie
of the model-based effects era with
cheap CGIs and goofy additions.
Next followed a series of atrocities:
Jar-Jar, Natalie Portman, pod racing, the entirely unnecessary and
cheap inclusion of R2 and C-3PO
in the new trilogy. Hence, there is
much trepidation with the release of
the Star Wars DVDs: Would Lucas
be able to control his desire to pervert his original vision, or would
the DVDs be even yet another stab
into the collective back of the Star
Wars community?
Some rumors can be put to rest.
Natalie Portman does not make an
appearance as a ghostly vision, and
the emperor has not been replaced
by the actor from episodes 1-3. In
fact, the changes made past the
'97 version are minimal. There are
a few small cheap additions that
link the two trilogies together but
are not a serious mark against the
DVDs.
That by no means excuses Lucas.
He has soiled one of the great movies of the twentieth century. In an
attempt to add detail and depth he
has ruined the distinctive feel and
universal storyline of one of the
best epics of our nation. Lucas
seems to have lost all sense of what
made his vision originally great.
He muted the concept of "used
future" — the idea that the future
must look used and dirty — and
replaced it with shiny, well-cleaned
CGI effects both in the special
editions and in episodes 1-3. The
archetypal mystical Force became
the quasi-scientific midichlorians.
Characters that manage to emote
without words morphed into goofy
overacting stereotypes.
My desire to see the high quality available only in DVD and to
hear the commentary of Lucas,
Keshner and other visionaries
involved in the creation of "Star
Wars" outweighed my reluctance
to re-experience these changes. As
far as movie quality goes, the quality is everything you'd expect in a
DVD. There is one glaring defect in
"Episode IV;" rather than bias the
viewer, I'll not describe it. All the
major graphics defects evident in
the original movies are fixed (e.g.

the black lines around the ships in
the Hoth scene). So the DVDs are
better than the original film versions in terms of quality. Aside
from "Episode IV," the changes
made in the special edition are minimal, so overall I felt it was worth it
just to be able to watch "Star Wars"
in great detail.
The sound seems fine; I've listened to it on a standard TV and
a surround sound system. I have a
friend who has a DTS system who
swears there's a glitch in the sound
design between scenes in episode
IV, although I can't hear it to save
my life. The special features on this
DVD are phenomenal. The commentary is surprisingly sane — I
was really expecting Lucas to be
totally out of line and have some
crazy ideas about what made "Star
Wars" what it was.
However, this is not the case.
Lucas only mentions the new
trilogy twice, and the other commentators are great. Kershner, the
director of "Empire Strikes Back,"
is particularly enjoyable. He really
seems to understand what makes
his movie great and still gets
excited describing the suspense:
"It's great to have things blow up
— especially bad things." It's rare
to hear a director plainly state a
clear understanding of what makes
films fun and not just the artistic
elements of them.
Similarly, the documentary on
the extra disc is great for giving fans more depth on the series
they love. It's doubtful that this
will provide any new information
for fanatics. For the average fan
it's a great chronicle of how the
trilogy was made, the challenges
that were faced and a little insight
into the innovations made in its
creation. There is a demo of "Star
Wars Battlefront" for the X-BOX
on the bonus disc, and the DVD
menus are by far the best I've ever
seen. They are randomly chosen so
you usually see a different one each.
time, and they integrate incredibly
well into scenes from the movie.
It's not a big deal, but it's a really
nice touch.
One could complain about
Lucas's perversion of "Star Wars"
for 1000 words and could give
what are four solid DVDs a bad
review out of spite. But the fact is
that the "Star Wars" DVDs, for all
their flaws, are full of content and
have the best quality of this singular trilogy. They're easily worth the
40 bucks and are a key part of any
DVD collection. The only things
keeping the DVDs short of five
paws are the fact that they are the
special editions and the few graphics flaws in Episode IV

-STAR.
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"Shark Tale" surfaces with laughs, musical fun
$$$*.
SHARK TALE
The Movie

SHARK TALE
Soundtrack
DreamWorks
Released: Out Now
JUSTIN MEISSNER

News Layout Editor (Interim)
The Movie
If you are looking for "Finding
Nemo," part deux, you will not
find it in "Shark Tale," released
nationwide this past Friday. The
release of the two movies parallels the 1998 release of "Antz" and
"A Bug's Life." Film studios Pixar
and Dreamworks are competing
for dominance of the CGI market.
"Shark Tale" is Dreamworks latest
offering and once again it looks like
they are still catching up. Whereas
Nemo strives for realism, "Shark
Tale" tends to take more liberties
with the undersea world. The movie
comes down to an underwater mob
movie crammed with references to
pop culture, some sly jokes and a
few moral lessons.
The stars really turned out to tell
this tale. Will Smith, Robert De
Niro, Angelina Jolie, Jack Black
and Renee Zellweger all voice
major characters. Ziggy Marley,
Martin Scorsese, Katie Couric
and even Doug E. Doug lend their
voices to bit parts throughout the
movie.
Two stories converge at the
beginning of the movie; Oscar
*

*

•

*

i

IS

(voiced by Smith), and Lenny
(voiced by Black) are two very different fish with two very different
problems. Oscar is a small fish in
a big town who dreams of being
in the spotlight as he works hard
at the whale wash. Angie (voiced
by Zellweger) is Oscar's co-worker
who would give anything to be his
love interest. Oscar fails to appreciate what is staring him in the face,
as is the case with
most
animated
heroes. The owner
of the whale wash,
Sykes (voiced by
Martin Scorsese)
has funded several get rich quick
schemes proposed
by Oscar; to the
point that Oscar
owes Sykes 5000
clams (clams, get
it?). Unable to pay,
Oscar is to "sleep
with the fishes"
by the hands of
Sykes' Jamaican
jellyfish henchman
(voiced by Marley
and Doug).
Lenny, on the
other fin, has
major problems
of his own. Lenny
is the son of Don
Lino, the mob
boss of the sharks
on the reef, fittingly voiced by
De Niro, one of the all time great
movie mobsters. Lenny seeks for
approval from his father and the
other sharks but is wary that they
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will reject him if they knew the
truth: he's a vegetarian. Obviously,
in the world of sharks this is rather
taboo. Don Lino wants Lenny
to learn to be a "real shark" and
decides that his brother, Frankie, is
just the shark to teach him. During
the ensuing lesson, Lenny is supposed to eat Oscar, who is in the
aforementioned predicament. One
thing leads to another and before

Some hints for viewing "Shark
Tale" Keep an eye out for the bit
part of Crazy Joe, the hermit crab.
Despite a small number of lines,
this little crab keeps you laughing
in every scene he steals. Also, this
isn't the type of movie that ends as
soon as the credits start rolling.
The underlying story in "Shark
Tale" is the allusion to homosexuality and other social issues through
the trials and
tribulations of
Lenny. Lenny is
a "vegetarian"
shark who fears
he can never
be accepted by
his own kind,
especially
his
mob boss father.
While
hiding
from Don Lino,
Lenny masquerades as a dolphin and dons
a striped scarf
(crossdressing?).
Whether or not
this was intentional could be
debated. Either
way the moral
here is acceptance of diversity,
whether
it's a vegetarian
shark or your
typical
voracious carnivore
shark, they all
need to be loved.
Overall, the movie maintains a
good pace and keeps the audience
involved throughout. The characters' development remains a little
suspect, or that is, a little fishy,
whichever you prefer.
The Soundtrack
Upon first hearing the soundtrack,
not having seen the movie, the lyrics seem a little hokie. After all,
rapping and singing about living
the fish life ain't easy. "Finding
Nemo" realized this, sticking to
an all-classical score. Seeing the
movie puts everything into place
and while there may not be any top

PHOTO COUK1ESY OF ADUZ0N.COM

you know it, Frankie's dead (struck
by an anchor), and it just happens to
appear that Oscar was the fish to do
it. Oscar is vaulted into the spotlight
as the sharkslayer and fame and
fortune ensue. Lenny is too scared
to return home and decides to help
Oscar in continuing the ruse.
Despite coming from totally different backgrounds and species,
Lenny and Oscar find themselves
in the same predicament: pretending to be something they are not.
As they struggle to find who they
are, they encounter temptations,
mainly in the form of Lola (voiced
by Jolie).

40 hits among these 13 songs, it'll
keep your foot tapping. The "Shark
Tale" soundtrack reaches across
many genres, from reggae, to rap,
to pop, a dabble in classical and
of course a remake like "Moulin
Rouge."
As with the movie itself, stars
abound on the soundtrack as
well. Mary J. Blige, Ludacris and
even movie score composer Hans
Zimmer (the man behind "The Lion
King," "Gladiator" and many other
classics) to name a few.
The movie kicks off with the
smooth reggae song "Three Little
Birds" by Ziggy Marley and Sean
Paul. The up-tempo beat is a perfect
match to the hustle and bustle of
reef life. In contrast, the final scene
features the unfortunate remake of
"Car Wash" by Christina Aguilera.
Sure it goes along with the whale
wash, but songs about the car wash
are good only once every 3,000
years.
"Good
Foot"
by
Justin
Timberlake and Timbaland might
just be the stand out song on the
album. Listen for it as you leave
the theater while the credits are
rolling. It gives the theater a bit of
a club atmosphere, and the beat has
a slightly Asian feel and is perfect
for rolling around town with the
windows rolled down.
D12 makes an appearance in the
album with "Lies and Rumors."
This song pretty much destroys
their reputation as a rap group. The
water sound effects in the backbeat
put the song overboard quickly.
The song is about fish, we get it,
but it does not need to be recorded
in an aquarium. Ludacris' offering
is slightly better, especially in the
context of the movie as the theme
for sexy fish Lola. It sets the perfect scene as Lola bobs and weaves
across the club, seducing Oscar.
The "Shark Tale" soundtrack is a
mix of musical styles that is rather
overdone at times but still contains
some decent tracks. If someone
asks you what type of music you
like, and your answer is "everything" or "eclectic," there should be
something on this album for you.
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Resisting Paradise
Making the invisible visible is what compels the prolific filmmaker Barbara Hammer. Resisting
Paradise. Hammer's latest film, emerged from her experiences while an artist-in-residence in the
fishing village of Cassis in southern France. It juxtaposes the lives of painters Henri Matisse and
Pierre Bonnard during World War II with those of several French Resistance fighters who were still
alive.
The interviews with Jews who survived due to the bravery of their neighbors (including German-Jewish
philosopher Walter Benjamin) are eye opening. - Jordan Hiller. Bang it out.com

BARBARA HAMMER

Parallel Lines
,., with a twist. The journey takes place in the fall of 2001,
as filmmaker Nina Davenport drives from California back home to New York.
She approached her subjects by asking them what they think about the terrorist attacks, and they
almost immediately begin to talk about ancillary subjects, like the cowboy in Bandera, Texas who tries
to explain why his mother shot his father all those years ago, or the clearly racist, poor white Alabama
farmer talking about his black friends who live nearby. It is a portal into the inner live of Americans.

paral let lines f
■

i

NINA DAVENPORT

"Consistently engaging, often poignant pic...an affecting personal documentary that proves there's still
some heart left in the American Heartland."- VARIETY

Funny Ha Ha
Three Critic' Top Ten of 2003 Lists: Amy Taubin (Film Comment), Gerald Peary (Boston Phoenix),
Warren Curry (Cinemaspeak.com)
Independent Spirit Awards
Winner "Someone to Watch" Award

.EW BUJALSKI

Andrew Bujalski's romantic comedy about post-college identity crisis suggests Cassavetes' Shadows
transposed to post-millennium, middle-class, slacker Boston. Like Cassavetes, Bujalski is making a
film not only about 'what he knows' but also about a sociopolitical-cultural-psycho-sexual experience
he shares with everyone on the screen.

Big Enough
Using Michael Apted's technique of observing subjects at different ages; she contrasts the youths of
these little people with their lives 20 years later.. An informative film and, of course, a counteractive
of the kind of "symbolic" use of little people in films that Peter Dinklage (The Station Agent) ranted
against in Living in Oblivion.
In this intimate portrait, several dwarfs who appeared in Jan Krawitz and Thomas Ott's 1982 film Little
People welcome the camera into their lives once again. Big Enough provides a unique perspective on a
proud and active community that many people know only from cultural stereotypes.

JAN KRAWITZ

Loaded Gun: Life, and Death, and Dickinson
"A brisk, often brilliantly funny documentary." - Wesley Morris, The Boston Globe
"Loaded Gun is captivating, stimulating, witty and profound." - Johnette Rodriguez, The Providence
Phoenix

STEVE GENTILE

A 'filmmaker' who is stumped but captivated by Emily Dickinson's poetry searches for 'flashes of
insight' into the elusive poet beyond those offered by his lively but traditional interviews with experts
such as famed actress Julie Harris and U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins. So he turns to shrinks, a
sensitive, a stand-up comic, a rock band- even a fan with an Emily tattoo across his back.

Morning Sun
The film Morning Sun creates an inner history of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. It provides a
multi-perspective view of a tumultuous period as seen through the eye and reflected in the hearts and
minds of members of the high-school generation that was born around the time of the founding of the
People's Republic of China. The movie begins with clips from a 1964 "musical extravaganza" that looks
like a Chinese high school combination of "The Good Earth" and "Porgy and Bess." "The East Is Red,"
photographed in volcanic color, splashes its propaganda in terms so simple that the scenes become
almost Brechtian; more specifically, it's a crude Minnelli musical essentially produced by Mao, the
Arthur Freed of Communism.

2004-2005 Southern Circuit
All events held at 7:30 p.m.
McKissick Theater, First Floor Hendrix

Funny Ha Ha
Big Enough
Never Live Above a Psychic
Morning Sun

November 10
February 2
March 2
April 6
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Canal
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DVD beefs up documentary "Mutt" barks advice
*****
SUPER SIZE ME
IDP Films
Released: Out Now
BRANDON BILINSKI

Staff Writer
Call it bizarro world, but this
year at the Oscars the most heated
battle may not be for best film, but
rather for best documentary. 2004
was indeed the year people actually
went to movie theaters to go see
documentaries.
Unlike most years, the people
that went and saw these informative films were not just critics,
professors and people employed by
PBS and NPR; they were everyday

on this country's culture. He repeatedly shows that it could have been
any of the major chains that the
film is targeting, but most importantly it is targeting the people who
religiously eat there.
While I agreed with the politics
of "Fahrenheit 9/11," this film has
much better construction and flow
to it than Michael Moore's film.
The side ploys between his health
facts and constant McDonald's
consumption were simultaneously
hilarious and disturbing.
The best clips were the times
when random people were polled
about specific information. There
were women who could remember
the Big Mac song better than the
U.S. Pledge of Allegiance, kids

a lot of extra goods to be seen. He
has four deleted scenes from the
movie, and all of them are worth
watching. One scene that was
only about a minute long talked
about the trash he generated, and
I don't know why it wasn't in the
full-length film. The clip was short
enough to be tossed in, and it made
a startling point.
There are around eight extra
interviews including a conversation with the author of "Fast Food
America" that is about thirty minutes long, however it makes even
more startling points that weren't
in the movie. And thankfully the
special features don't repeat points
that were already in the movie. He
has many other interviews that are

HIGH McBLOOD PRESSURE: Morgan Spurlock gets a physical while on his all McDonald's diet.
Americans. Of all the documentaries that surfaced this year, "Super
Size Me" has been my favorite by
far.
The film has a simple premise in
which one man, Morgan Spurlock,
travels the nation and is chooses to
only eat food from McDonald's
every meal for a month, all the
while only walking 2000 steps a
day (that of an average American).
In these 30 days, he gains almost
30 pounds, becomes more at risk
for numerous diseases, craves fast
food and all but loses his sex life.
The greatest part of this movie is
that it strikes a chord with everyone. In general, most people have
eaten at a fast food restaurant in
their life. This film is not bashing
McDonald's outright for being the
worst. Spurlock chose McDonald's
because of their incredible impact

who thought Jesus was George
W. Bush (although I don't remember Jesus allowing his country to
execute mentally retarded people)
and one gentleman who eats over
five Big Macs a day.
Spurlock does a great job of connecting the audience to his plight,
and I heard many people in the
theater the first time I saw the film
cry out for him to stop when the
doctors said he was killing himself.
The non-partisan approach that lets
the viewer decide who is really
at fault for our nations obesity is
a great spin on the documentary
in that it ostracizes no one from
the film. Spurlock took his small
budget and really created a gem of
a movie.
The DVD at first glance seems a
little short of special features, but
with further investigation, there are

insightful and touching because
they are more personal than the
montage of clips in the film.
I usually skip a director's commentary, but Spurlock seemed like
a witty guy in the movie, and I had
heard it was quite hilarious — so I
gave it a try. It turned out to be one
of the better additions to the movie,
and for anyone who has already
seen the movie, it is worth a second
viewing.
Give the movie a rent at least,
because it will change (or cement)
your opinion on the deliciously
inexpensive fast food industry.
For the price of a rental, you
could get an extra value meal from
McDonald's; but heed my warning, the four dollars spent on the
movie could end up saving you a
lot in terms of health in the years
to come.

****
THE MUTT: HOW TO SKATEBOARD
AND NOT KILL YOURSELF
Rodney Mullen
Released: Out Now
DANIEL McCORD

Staff Writer
Throughout the course of my
lifetime, I've read ever so few
books in the biography/memoir
genre. However, from what I've
read, I feel qualified to weigh in
on the quality of such a book. It's
definitely a different type of writing
— the passions of one's life laid out
as ink on paper. How can something
like life be simplified so? It really
doesn't have to be reduced to such
if it's done well.
With the exception of politically motivated examples such as
Bill Clinton's insanely popular
"My Life" and his other (better?)
half's strangely popular "Living
History," which were mainly read
to see if there was any juicy gossip, most biographies are read due
to a personal interest in the life of
the person who is the subject of
the book. In other words, unless
it's the hottest item on the shelf at
the moment, a reader will choose
a biography based on its content. Another exception is Dave
Eggers' "A Heartbreaking Work of
Staggering Genius," which readers
lauded based on Eggers' supreme
writing style (as he was practically
unknown beforehand).
So I guess I have to claim popular reasoning as to why I chose
Rodney Mullen's "The Mutt:
How to Skateboard and not Kill
Yourself." I figured the book would
be all about skateboarding and how
Mullen went ten years on the pro
skateboarding circuit and only lost
one competition (placing second,
no less).
Of course this is part of the book,
but it's only infused throughout the
telling of the real story of Mullen's
life — his struggles, victories, family, friends, etc. These parts are
what prevent the book from being
pigeonholed as just another skateboarding book. This is where it
transcends the genre (if you can call
it that) and becomes a great book;
bringing forth laughter, wonder and
even tears.
I guess I picked up the book with
the title in mind, thinking it would
be about not killing yourself while
skating. Boy, was I wrong. The
narrative follows Mullen's love of
skateboarding throughout his entire
life, starting when he was only a
kid. Having a terrible home life,
the introverted Rodney began using
skateboarding as a means to get
away from his family and his life.

It was an escapist pastime that he
cared about more than anything. As
he spent more and more time alone
with his board, he began thinking about it more technically and
started inventing his own style of
tricks (that's right, inventing).
See, back in the seventies, there
were these geeks known as freestylers. They had their own style
of riding and their own tricks.
They stayed away from vert ramp
skaters and basically did their own
skateboarding acrobatics. This
fellow named Alan Gelfland had
done the first no-hands air on a
vert ramp — the ollie. But freestylers used flat ground and thus
the board pretty much just rolled
around. That is until a 13-year-old
kid named Rodney used his knowledge of board dynamics (a bit of a
stretch, I know) to do a surface ollie
in his dad's barn. He was just beginning to enter amateur competitions
at this time and had never skated
around other people. His only connections to the skateboarding world
were through skate magazines.
Thus, pretty much any trick he did
in competitions he had invented,
and nobody had seen them before.
Competitions like this bring you
up to the pro level pretty fast. Once
there, Rodney dominated, blowing
away the freesytle competition.
Most skateboarding fans know this,
and the book does a good job at
including it purely as background
information. It's like in the movies where there's a love story with
a Civil War background story. The
most important bits are his personal
stories of fear, love and a sincere
interest in complex mathematics
and quantum physics.
What?
Yes, on one hand, Rodney was a
radical skateboarder of the eighties.
On the other hand, he was a complete book nerd. He struggled with
his family, he had an eating disorder
and he almost killed himself while
in Norway on skating business
(hence, the title). He lived out his
dream, started a skateboard company or two and became a multimillionaire. But of course all of this
is detailed in the book.
The Pulitzer committees will
probably shy away from "The
Mutt." As it's written in conversational tone, it's quite an easy
read, thus being accessible to kids
(though some of the content is
questionable). It avoids flowery
language and abuse of metaphor
(once again, see Eggers' work).
However, it is simply a good read
and one of the most inspirational
books I've ever read. It just happens
to be by one of the most introverted
writers out there who is, in my own
honest opinion, the greatest skateboarder ever.
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